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80 L might '{cape that monſter, let me dwell 
In lions haunts; 6+ in ſoras tiger v den !- EV," 
Plaok: me on ſotne:ſteep, craggy. ruin an 


eee it 
Where, tarring on wy cold end d bed, © | 
1 may from far, with giddy apprehehfion, 

See Infinite fathoms dowd the Tumbling deep: | 


Vet not Cen there, in that vaſt whirl of death, 


Can there de found ſo terrible Dae „ l. 
Auden! att; ſmiling, deftroStve Man f 
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MADD ALENA's heavy ſleep was not 
diſturbed by the nnn fetnale's 
| Vor. IL 5 arrival 


_ 


[= 


— — > — 
* 
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to the refoctorꝝ,/ and: the Lady Abbels 


2 rut ABBESS. 25 
and ſhe woke not the following morning 


till after her uſual hour. She deſcended 
to prayers” where! thd Madre was not 


preſent. At their r concluſion, ſhe went 


with one of the boarders into the 
garden, from whony! ſhe. learnt the 


diſturbznee . which had ha appengd the 


— — — 


0334 $8513 751 
pregedipg. nights. and, of the Granger's 
arrival. Tb bell bos ſummoned them 


8 wide by a besu- 
tiful Jung vo Shan, Whom the "Intro- 


| duced tg; the ilterhood,) as a, — wha 


ſought 3n that con vent 4 temporary aſy⸗ 


lum from the perſecutions of the world. 


She was of the middle ſtature, her 
complexion inctiving to the brunette; 
Her eyes were large and expreſſive ; her 
dark. brown hair flowed in natural ring- 
lets, and partially obſcured. her well- 
tuned neck. > Her deporttzent was eaſy 


ſewn #4 end 


TAE m 3 
and graceful; there was; beſides, a me. 
lancholy caſt in her features, that ren» 
dered her appearance peculiariy inte- 
reſting. DUB - e389 130 guss nos 
90. 1A=2003169qqs 191 ien unn 
The firſt: moment of beholding her, 
Maddalena felt a ſtrong prepoſſeſſion in 
her: fahoul. She ſighed, and the big 

_ tear; ſtole down her check); 23: ſhe xecol· 
tected her dentaſcdifticnd Marietta. Per- 
haps, thought ſhe, «the; alli bountequs 
Creator has ſent a pity ing ſoul, that Will 
patiently lend an ear ta o-ſorcoms, and 
ſyimpathize with me. 1507 an 19 
8 ift ini $33 o ahh ban (91693 


The Ma Madre: approtdetied-ithe 2 blen 
where the borders were ranged; in their 


des, and deſred Giycinta! (fors fuck 
was the ſtranger s name) toi be: ſeated; 


The Abbeſs ſoon after quittedthe ne! 
fectory. The ſtranger had, from her 
entrance, excited the gaze of the fiſter- 
| B 2 


hood, 
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hand; and every eye was ined 3 
her. Maddalena ſat nearly oppoſite the 
ſoon caught her gaze, and was alſo 
ſtruck with her appearance—At the 
concluſion” of the repaſt, as Maddalena 
quitted the refeQory, the ſitangen pauſſed 
her, and bent on her a. look of inex- 
preſfible tenderneſs. Maddalena pro- 
cxeded to the garden, whither ſhe- Ma 
followed by the new comer,'who ſoon 
converſation I here was a plaintive me- 
lody in her voice, that charmed the 
hearer, and, added to the intereſting ex- 
preſſion of her features, inſured Madda- 
lena's regard, who, during the diſcourſe, 
ventured to enquire; if ſhe meant to 
rake up heriabode in the convent For any 
_ lengtiaf time, 2% woot e nr 
Dock man ul gart odÞ; ods} 


3 Giacinta, 


, m i # 
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- Giacinta, with à figb, replied, while 
a tear ſtarted from her eye, that her re- 
ſidence there depended on circumſtances; 
but that, in all probability, it would be 
her fate to make that monaſtery her re- 
ſidenee for ever Maddalena gazed on 
her with a look of tender ſolicitude. 
_ © Ab!” thought ſhe, *my mind whiſpers 


tender ſhould droop its head beneath the 


Yr rename mga LP 
"MM 1 Lad IN 


* Signer,“ aha. Giacinta, ati 


Maddalens s hand, “ you ſeem to poſ- 
ſeſs a heart, © that will ſympathize in 
another's: woes. Les, if I augur true, 


I have found one ſoul that will patiently 
hear the voice of ſorrow, My griefs, 
indeed, are many; nay; they are ſuffi- 


eient Wee nn ſo weak as 


9998 
7 „ F * 7 - 3] 4 * © * 
mine. 144 FX we ? *% Fiah & 4 1 i * 
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that thou art unfortunate. Alas! what 
pity it is, that a flower ſo fair and 


/ 
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She pauſed ; and her o'ercharged bo- 
ſom unburthened its affliction in a flood 
of tears. Maddalena Aa ee ** dew 
of pity Auth hers. 


Mis as n 30 
— n 3: 1 20 it 62 2324 n 
21 Yes,” conpinucd. Giacinta, 46 : thoſe 
bes drops proclaim the tenderneſs of 


; your heart. * WIII gonfide to you my 


ſorrowful tale. My weary head ta 
heb Welte your kind, breaſt,” - 
en „il n „ oi bod Sh * 
« Ob! that. my. feeble efforts may 
lull your cares to reſt, and for ever ſteep 
them in oblivion Ves, Giacinta, my 
ear is open to receive thy ſorrowing re- 


lation my heart is ready to pity ãt; and, 


to my utmoſt; I Will ve cine 

to _—_ 5 ber ef h 

; 0 Then meet me, my Griond;? babe 

replied Giacinta; 4 for, by that tender 

. I ſhall ae call you; 
| at 
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at this ſpot attend me, ere we retite to 
reſt. I cannot myſelf heat t9.rclate-my, 
own-{misfortunes—in your hands J will 
intruſt the n which: contains 
5 on ſad recital .. nt 4007 \ 
Mm372 538-1 ara) vm 6a: 0943 16374 
© Magdalena promiſed to be punctual; 
and they, ſhortly after, ſeparated, with 
mutual profęſſions gf friendſhip. Mad- 
dalena xetiregito her. chamber, e 54h 
eaatto ref during the: fdayoy % ba 
Nd dot bus dick 10 2401153 30% 
The. gaudy. Son mow. tk behind the 
diſtant -bjlls-othe: grey mijt; of: exepiog 
threw. a :g]pomy ting, on the ſurrpypding 
ſcenery, and filenes. proclaimed; the ap; 
proach of night. She deſcended to the 
garden, Where ſhe pee ng wait- 
Bo april D971, HE 2 377 2314.) 
Baie wid 13G . i t iet 
nals This is moſt Kind, ſaid ſhe; * this 
is the _ proof of friendſhip ; for, your 
oll 58534 punctuality 


8 THE ABBRSS. 
punctuality ſhows, that I have in ſome 
meafure-occupied your thoughts during 
the ſhort term of our abſence. Here, 
Maddalena, are the ſheets which contain 
the relation, and have been- oftentimes 
blotted with my tears. Take them, my | 
friend, and peruſe their ſad contents— 
they will inſtruct you how I have ſuf- 
fered, and with what refignation'T have 
_ ſupported my ſorrows. When vou have 
read them, you will find me, 1 truſt, 
not unworthy of the regard you have 
beſtowed'6n me; And, ſhould you alſo 
| have felt the nipping blaſt of misfortune; | 
they will * ach you to bear your ills with 
aue and re reſignation.” S085 tel 
Farris by 96 gie . 4: eie 
* 41 een dltdb Gf- theſe words, 
Giacinta haſtily retired, and Maddalena 
returned to her chamber. She ſeated 
herſelf, and placing the manuſcript on 
enn W MW r ut it 
nf + 1 cc How 
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danch bebe? ate the 'wiys 
of Providence! How bountiful is the - 
| |-poyerful God to, us his frail crea- 


türes! Twas but” Yeſterdly, that the | 
9 98 df a Joved friend Were Hons 


an Up bas "lighted b 8. FO 
objett \ hole ap pe Peatance 50 Ucbes for 
the purity of. her heart we her 
ſole conkide ce in ine N 86 
fows 1d Lai bound! to sche. Tes, Ted 
a dente, Ain Ceeig e 
pon is füpfem — by works are inGolg- 
rebel ou comforteſt theſe Who 
ſeek rhe ſhadow of thy 'terdh=thbu 


1 ae Ten * $ 
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yet? "all; afcend to F 


Ne Marietta, yes | were 


AD. 1b 54 | B 1 ap Maddalena N 


7 theif mother edtth Aud this 5 
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„NMaaddalena drem from her boſomahe | 
| golden e wor {:nnabiom't lo 


212 


45 'Oh! may 1 baye dcund 4 ſecond 
femgle, ho, imizates. thy , angelic vice 
wer l may. is potleſs thy piety, fort- 
fie; and Fe | may her copgſels be 
juſt 33 thine were] and, may thy Mad- 
28 her afflicted ſ] ſpirit ! | es, 
how, Perhaps, with me per- 
e thy Tie! 142 hath left, 15 

; pow hovers round 
Nas. "that i ound, pere 
is not. th e nigh 1215 breeze, bot 
26 0 Weeds! e yeh 

vi. of, ficht pen throws, her 
r n 9, SHOPS, pd [ 
be. pap, Why remaig'h thou, in- 


— 
is uſt, 1 hen ney more be⸗ 
| Ih nom mil ff NE) "Me 


A. * 
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 ATHESABRESS, q an 
Maddalens continued this welauchply 
ſtraia, till alk; was: huſhed: within the 
con vent She forgot Giacinta's ma- 
muſeript, and at aulate haur, without | 
—_—_ oadrefling, ahtewberſelf on æhe ode 
| ITbe downy. balm af ſleep ſoon ſtole 
upon her ſenſes and iu her dreams; i ſbe 
ſtill⸗ thoyght:.of Marietta. Deluſiye 
fancy painted to cher wandering imagi- 
nation the form of her friend, ſtill ex- 
poſed in the grated chamber, as on the 
preceding day.] She thougbt the ſiſter · 
1 bood ſtrewed flowers ever the pale corſe 
<uneonſciguſly, ſhe aroſe; and defcended 
_ 46: the very apatement where! ſhe bud 
deen diſoovered be Cantet N > 488 
Erb £545 O00 Stn t 534% he 
.o1cThe ,}Padge - Ubaldo, in;; complianee 
with the command of the Lady, Abbeſs, 
conducted, Maddalena in filence to her 
chamber. —= A5 the ip oh the ray of 
E trom the 3 ich. the, box ore, 
nu | reflected 
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relied full upon the Monk's dobite- \ 
nance, and ſhe obſerved that his ſcowling 
eyes were bent full upon her He cloſed 
the door without uttering a word, and 
retired.— She inſtantly fell on her knees, 


and recommending herſelf to the pro- 


tection of the Almighty, continued Ig 
<arneft prayer, till the entrance of Siſter 
Beatrice, who came to ſummon her into 


the Madre's ene (0% Thy; 40 9611 


9 30 i, A912) nnn l 1 710 
ebe |btuhing Eaſt penchirid. the 
Sun's approach, as ſhe quitted her cham- 
ber; Maddalena followed the nun, who 
ſilentiy led* Her into the chamber of the 


Lady Abbels; who wak there to receive” 
| her. She, for ſome time, eyed Mad- 


dalena walignantiy; whilſt” every mo- 
ment beightened the rige chat already 


marked het countenance.” The Madre, 


in a peremptory töne, at lepgttr ad addreſſed 


Het as follows s 
enge i | «© You 


F 
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2 be unacquainted Nadi 
dalens Roſe; with the reaſons:thit Rübe 
3 to ſummon you thut into 
my preſence.— Tell me, how could y 
— preſumptuouſly dare to infringe tit 
rule of this manſion, facre&to<Thaftity? 
Where did you firſt behold the Conte 
Marcello Porta, whoſe ſacrilegions f per- 
ſon has profaned the convent” and Hex. 
did he obtain his mitten i 


2 ri sc: nteotdvang rt s 

ty aa Ghbb sse dene Maddaledsthei related 
her having firſt ſeen him in the Chum, 
on the Feaſt of the Annunciation.— She 
deſeribed, in lively colours, the ſtrict 
friendſhip that had ſubſiſted between 
berſelf and Marietta; her emotions ut 
that nun funeral, which, ſhe after- 
-wards: found, had ſo totally occupied her 
ſenſes in the night, as, during her ſleep, 
to lead her to the grated chamber where 
ſhe was awakened by the Conte Mar- 
Kollo Porta, if ſuch was the Signor's 
name — 


Do you imagine that I poſſeſs an un- 


* 
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mme—and ſolemnly proteſted. her total 
ignorange, as to every circumſtance of 
his gaining admittance.— The Abbeſs 
ſmiled diſdaiatully, and, turning to 
writing beſide, Hennen ei to m 


2900 $41 blofs m net bit ond 


"4 


4 20-mOaerDE Hf t EGO 55 bib 
The nun anſwered in — et rv , 


when: the; Madre again addreſſed her- 
ſelf to Maddalena. 22 A* Jui! 1 4 1271 


a 4 
A A 1181. I (as PC 93 25 827 3 711 444 
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. And have you then ſuch daring 


mern en are you ſo hardened as 


thus to attempt to covet yo, wicked- 
neſs with ſyuch a deteſted falfeheod ?— 


derſtanding ſo weak, as to giye eredence 
to thit tale, de void of every ching like 
truth ? it is an inſult, Aung: woman, I 


TON 2 > 3 4 4 * 18 4 NI 10", | * Can 


w — 


TH . fene '... I 
can, ſcarcely, brook, If you bad, really 


been; leeging, yop would. have quitted | 
the chamber with precipitation, as ſoon 


as the Cqute had awakened you. But 
this- was not the caſe: vou could remain 


bimz. and.you could hear his. ofeſſions 

of love. Oh !. this is a moſt, plauſible 
tale ! yau were conveniently; habited. for 
the occaſion Shame! Shame! chat 
theſe holyo walls ſhould harbour a croa- | 
ture ſa loſt to virte | Confeſe your 
eritne Hall on your knees and beg, fore 
giveneſs from offended Heaven—you may | 


then perhaps, experienee n lenity.“ 


31 l 
Maddalena, i in a folemn voice, replied : 
nn9{chbbMM-b3 ins rel lohn 
et I have cole fiber nature to cons 
ſeſs I am guiitlels of the charge al · 
ledged againſt me.!:Before the chrone of 
the Almighty, I n cauſe j fo, 
GN He 


wk roger their fotee, ütlremained 
baden) af, 


„ AAR 
Me vhs leg ene b bert am 


doable Vinditars Wy 8afüred inno- 


cen coNENdo2TgG A, 19dmads gd 


au vor; Panzer (had 22150) 201 28 


words: were witeted 
eniphaſis tlie Madrb 


Hof fome thiſhites: At Rigby 
the ech dQ ! oil 


361) the ! omad Rio! noiledoe 98 


ve Baveiturd enough recontuct her, 


Beatrice? tb Her hpartmenti-Aox, & your 
3 ware 


5:6 % -H hahn RO coor? az ugig 


| Th6"Madhe us qpirting; the apart 
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„„ Hold, Madam,” cried Maddalena, 


with dignity:s 4 hy ſnould Ia thus be 


ter of he Duca: Bertoeci tu be thus ins 
eee e 4 Yall "Mgt 0,211. 
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112. % When à daughter of the Duca,? 
retorted the Abbeſs; © degrades herſelf 
by adopting ſuch mean deceptious con- 
duct, the merits the moſt rigorous chaſe 
tiſement. a 


* 
$5 . £434 $ 4 Ik 2 7 & 
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9 vou Ae Madam,” continued 
Maddalena; e but, till I am conſcious 
of ſuch deceptious conduct, I ſhall not 
Kaufen ed "Oy «bh aft 757 N 
in de L/ Llelker 
N The Madre 8 was Oey at the p 
nted reſolutios · bat marked her depot 
ment. In a tranſport of rage, ſhe quit- 
ted the apartment —4 thouſand ! horrid 
ſcheines' of revenge boiling in her 5 
ſom. The malicious Beatrice in ſtahtiy 
led the devoted Maddalena ts her cham- 
ber. Having locked the door updn ber; 
the Madre's orders were iſſusd through 
out the convent, that no nunlot Boarder 
whatever ſhould dare approackherupane 
4:98; by ery: ment, 


18 THE ABBESS, 
ment, on pain of the ſevereſt puniſh- 
ment but the Abbeſs thought it ne- 
ceſſary to conceal her motives for theſe 
harſh meaſures.) 1} 211 1 1218 99) n 9 
36553291 
Left to her own reflections, Madda- 
lena: gave vent to! the tears: the Had ſo 
long roſtrained! Phoũgh her-mind dit - 
rated hem much appearances were againift 
her, yet ſhe could not: hui think ithe 
whole was a ſcheme againſt her, in 
which the Lady Abbeſs was principally 
concerned. As ſhe recolleQted; the Conte; 
this idea yaniſhed—bis manner was ſin? 
ccste- yrs, ſhe was. convinced he xeally 
adored: her. He then oould he ſubmit 
4 6; rg of ,ſo; much baſeneſs? 
Vet, his appearance in the, convent 
greatly aſtoniſhed” her. It was not,“ 
aid ſhe to herſelf, finthe hope of ſee ing 
me, thats he: guned admittance bere g 
Ng inuten, he had aſſerted, was 
Sonny 
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poſitively unintentional? { What, then, 
could be the motive of his viſit? Why: 
was the Padre Ubaldo abſent from: the 
monaſtery of Santa Croce at that unuſual 

hour ??—ſhe revolved in her mind every 
doubt and perplexit xy. 


1100 14 WY 


On quitting Maddalena, the Madre 
had rętired io her ow part et, where 
ſhe found che Monk Ubaldo i in. waiting, 
Having related the conference which had. 
ſo recently taken place, ſhe required his 
aſſiſtance in the plans of revenge the; 
might adopt. The Padre approved oh 
the Abbeſs! interrogatorigs, and, pf her, 
carefully noting, Maddalena's, anſwers 
After pacing, the chamber for ſome time, 
with, diſturbed : : geſture, the Monk re- 
ſeated himſelſ— 20) ziir not 

-oftio wo diiw bauoiewpss, min deen 


* SPY + bf SP - 3s 5 I 
LS 21159, 01 0! 6 22121 a | 5 ry 


.- 


- $3 


20 "THE ABBESS. 


dee An idea his ſtruck me, how you 
may give vengeance its full ſcope. Mad- 
dalena muſt PHE: int; 58 N con- 
vent. / 2 5 f 1293 


. A, 8 7 
5 . Ly 1 721 14 j} 


46 Aue er mn chat abel 2" badi 
returned the e 4 ſhe OP then 


; ny my open : 


25 Hear me; Madam, * kried nk ſul- 
len Friar ; Maddalena Roſa is daughter 
to à Doca 3 ſbe is, beides, & boarder 
here, and you authority over her is but 
limited. Had ſhe, indeed, been a pro- 
feſſed, you you night have exerciſed your 
authority to its fulleſt extent, though 
ſne had derived- her- birth from the 
gfeateſt monarch, But now; we muft- 
1 procecd with caution. 1 Wil, this very 

morning, viſit the Duca Bertocci;/ and 
make him acquainted with our diſco- 
very. I will induce him to believe, that 

| you 
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you hold the a& in ſuch abhorrence, that 
it is abſolutely neceſſaty, for the honour 
of this ſacred manſion, that his daugh- 
ter ſbould inſtantly: quit it; will} then, 
lo far inſin unte myſelf; that he: hall re- 
quire my counſel, and I, wich ſeeming 
reluctance, will yield to his entreaty. (ic: 


The Duas' poflciſes'n daſtle at ſdime 
diſtatice from Florence; thither will: l 
adviſe him to ſend Maddalena Roſa, and 
there, hold her in Cloſe: confinement. 
Yes, Madam,“ cricd;the Monk, raifing 
his eyes, which; bil; that moment: had 
been riverted to the:enrab;j *© you Mall 
then judge of; my fidelivy. : Tour injured 
feelings ſhall be ſatiated with vengeance ; 
you may then, in ſeeret, purſue your 
plans. I will be Fout agent thieugh 
me, you may infli& on her the greateſt 
curſe, her father's: hatred; for, the 
Duca is nice in honour, and a-moſt ſe- 
Deli | vere, 
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vere judge, inſevery point that: concerns 
Be org en c ra Ri Fl 
-muvgh et 16111 nalen bs 

161 Pare; your ation; is ja, 1 
muſt abe: purſued: nor ſhall: che zeal 
which yeu evince in this DOES in 
eee 57 Hi als ioleiol 


The Monk ;aroſe; and, bowing - his 
bead, departed: for the palace of the 
Duca Bertocei, muſing, 25 he went, on 
the beſt method eo impoſing on his cre- 
dulity;- and giving his ſtory the moſt 
evident figns af probability. Every 
man, who practiſes deeeit; how plau- 
fible ſoever his tale may appear, always 
fears detection; nor was Ubaldo utterly 
free from this ſecret dread, the conſtant 
attendant on eee e peer Sa" 77777 ol 
116% 917 5997 m7 Dior vein Joy Om 
on. gaining the palace he was con- 
aucded to an apartment, where he 
9407 waited 
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waited. the i Duca's arrival. At his en- 
trance, ane, the: Monk's) coun« 5 

uukandieen ane be due ene 
tranſitory, and quickly vaniſned. Whew 
they: erg ſeated; the Duea requeſtet ta 
know the buſineſs which had brought 
bim 20 his palace. The. Padre remained 
ſilent for ſome minutegc an, air off well- 
feigned grief was depictured on his 
conntegenge, and his eyes were, bent to 
Gee er n ek ION 


a 
inan 4282-56; 080; gd 


. Noble Duca. bana * | 
cliimed, %% am deputed on a buſipeſs, 
moſt painful to myſelf, and moſt heart- 
rending to your Grace — an affair _ 
arena hgh apes ©3166 

$398: Ua04T: & Cie Et 
+ Canons. . {”: interrupted the 7 
Dar e Ai deo en fo 
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est Monfighor; it fiains' de; 
nour of: your family. diſgraces the holy 
votaries of religion ·· and facrilegiouſly 
| offends the Deity tis: dom the Madre 
— Vittoria come; and off your daughter 
Ms] am compelled to ſpeak. 


0 tat mart nud ent won 


of indi- Proceed good fa- 


| ther, I beſeech Jour” nin om 10 20511 
111 20 D 11051 49 27. 127 18 Dons 


"The! Mow, thei; with eden 
ſorrow, related the ſuſpicious interview 
between Maddalena and the Conte, with 
every exaggeration that malice could 
dictate. At this dreadful reeital, a chil- 
ling horror ran through the Duca's veins 
| nance—his lips quivered, and his whole 
frame was in a violent —— He 


of the ue liked not his ſambre 


countenance. There appeared a ſome- 
3 2 thing 


5 | | ; 
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ching in the general character of his fea- 
rures, that inſpired miſtruſt.— ! Vet, why 
ſhould he impoſe upon me?“ ſaid the 
Duca to himſelf ; what intereſt can he 
have in vilifying Maddalena? Con vic- 
tion flaſhed upon bis mind, which con- 
veyed inexpreſſihle anguiſh to his ſoul; 
He determined, notwithſtanding, to ap- 
pear doubtful of the truth, and thereby 
detect the: fulſe hood) if any had been 
practiſed. Drawing his” chair oppoſite 
the Monk, and till continuing to fix 


his eyes upon Wap addreſſed im as 
follows: | 1 9 | mr: 3133 33571 


When the reputation of a daughter 
is called in queſtion, a fathet cannot be 
. too minute in his inveſtigations. I pray 
you, father, aequaint me with the means 
by which my daughter obtained * 
keys of the convent er Maria” | N 


N Ky N 


42 *: 4 bd 


Vol. I. 1 71 The 


— — ã————— CCC CCC * 


— — — — 


— — 
—— — — 


26 „HE ABBESS. 


- 


The Monk was not entirely prepared 
for this interrogatory: but his fertile in- 
vention Joon ſuggeſted a TOs 


_ „ Monſignor, had I not been ac- 
quainted with that circumſtance, I ſnould 
not have preſented myſelf before you. 
The portreſs was bribed by the Lady 


Maddalena; and, this morning, when 


the Madre and myſelf discovered the 
dis ſhe aar, Lebsuil 


* 


The Ducs coſe frota his an 2 tra- 
verſed the chamber with vifible emo- 


tion. 


151187171597 


w 95 "I your tear, Monk: 


vor, I pergeiye. that my veracity is 


doubted-it was never before called in 
queſtion. ut I am a poor Monk 
my voyvs inſtruct me to bear inſult pa- 
tiently, and I muſt ſubmit,” 

| | The 
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The Padre uttered theſe words with 


ſuch ſeeming bumility, that the Duca 


relaxed in his ſuſpicion, The Monk 
ſaw this change, and well knew -the 
conduct he ſhould adopt. Artfully tis 


fing from his ſeat, he bowed, and pro- 


ceeded to quit the apartment. Feen 


ſc Stay; father,” - cried the Ducs, 1 
have been over - haſty, but excuſe, I 
beſeech you, a 1 n emotions.” 
The Monk reſumed his ſeat, while 
the Duca continued to pace the cham- 
ber, often preſſing his hand to his fore» 


head, and eafing his o'ercharged OR 
with gf groans. 


* IO we are all prone to 
error—regard, I pray you, this fault of 
the Lady Maddalena with leſs paſſion; 
perchance, the blame lies wholly. with 
| C 2 the 
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the Conte.— And what, if it prove ſo?” 
exclaimed the Duca. Her conduct has, 
-nevertheleſs, been culpable in the ex- 
treme.— She was diſcovered in his com - 
pany, at an improper hour: but ſhe 
ſhall repent the ſhameful Rep. If ſhe 
really love the Conte, why nat rely on 
my affection? Have I been other than 
an indulgent father? Have Þ not told 
her, that I would never check her affec- 
tions, provided they were placed on a 
meritorious object? and to return my 
dove with ſuch baſe ingratitude, is not 
to be borne with agy degree of patience. 
Did you not ſay further, that the * 
leave the convent.“ 


« Yes, Monſignor, it is the Ma- 
| dre 5 ran deſire.” 


11 And Wan be inſtantly complied 
with,” continued:the Duca. Yes, I 
| will 


will immediately convey het to ſome far 
diſtant gel where the Conte me 
never trace ber.” 4 


| 4 Excuſe « me, Monfignor,” ſaid the 
Monk; but youth is indefatigable in 
purſuit of the object, which it is deſirous 
to attain, Marcello is a nobleman, and 
rich: were his reſearches to prove ef- 
fectual, gold has powerful attractions; 
and by its means, he might perhaps 
counteract your prudent deſign. Hate 
you no ſervants in whom you can con- 
fide, no diſtant caſtello on any of your 
domains, where your daughter * 
ſafely remain concealed of 


The Duca ſtood e Low for ſome mi-- 
nutes, and, at length, (exclaimed ; 


0 Mans yes, it- ſhall be . 1 thank 
you, Padre, for the counſel, - This 
Eri night, 
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night, ſhe ſhall depart the convent of 
Senta Maria. Therefore, if it ſo pleaſe 
you, return inſtantly to the I ady Ab- 
beſs, -and notify my intention. Bid her 
prepare every thing for my daughter's 
ſpecdy journey. By twelve, this night, 
a carriage ſhall be in waiting to 1 
8 at the Ry” 017 638 


The Padre med his 3 in * 
of aſſent, and immediately n the 


palace. N 7 
At his departure, the Duca yielded 
himſelf to thoſe agonizing feelings, 


which every ſuſceptible parent mult ex- 
perience on ſuch an occaſion, 


© And have I then borne with re- 
ſignation the loſs. of an adored wife? 
Did I ſurvive an only ſon, to whom I 


looked forward as the ſupporter of my 
dignities 
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dignities, and whoſe virtues, I fondly 
imagined, would add to the luſtre of 
his noble progenitors? Did I bear all 
this with fortitude, to find, at length, a 
daughter, who poſſeſſed my whole eſ- 
teem, unworthy of my affection?“ 


Theſe were the thoughts that tore 
the -beart of the moſt amiable of men, 
through the malicious fabrications of 
the guilty Abbets and her deteſtable abet- 
tor, the monk Ubaldo, 
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CHAP. II. 


; 
* 


T'love thee with ſo Aae a a purity, 

That the bleff'd Gods, angry with my devotions, 
More bright in zeal, than that I pay their 1 
Will take thee from my fight. 4, 
We've not an hour allow'd for taking leave. TY: 
Ev'n that's bereft us tov: our envious fates 
Juſtle betwixt, and part the dear adieus, 


THE reflections of Maddalena were 
interrupted by a gentle tap at the door. 
On her enquiring who was without, ſhe 
was anſwered by the gentle Giacinta, 


« Alas P 
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Alas l“ my friend, cried Maddalena, 
cannot admit you: I am a e 
in w_ chamber, on a falſe ann. 


| Giacinta was eftoniſhed at 'this intel | 
ligence, being in her apartment at the 
time the Madre's command was ifſued. - 
Hearing the approach of footſteps, ſhe 
haſtened from the door, - which was, - 
ſhortly after, opened by fiſter Beatrice; - 
who entered with ſome refreſhment, - - 
Having placed it on the table, ſhe re- 
tired, cautiouſly ſecuring the door after 
her. Maddalena paffed the remaining 
part of the day in the moſt dreadful 
ſtate of diſquietude. Weatied, at length, 
by the conflicting emotions of her breaſt, 
ſhe yielded to the potency of ſleep, that 
kindly ſtole upon her perturbed-ſenſes, - 


As the clock ſtruck one, ſhe was 
Ne A by a loud knocking at her 
| GC 5 door 95 * 
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door, accompanied by the voice of ſiſter 
Beatrice, who bade her inſtantly ariſe, and 
Prepare fora journey. The ſurprize, which 
this ſummons occaſioned, prevented her 
from obeying, for ſome time, this haſty 
command, and it was not till Beatrice had 
a ſecond time appeared, that ſhe was ready 
to attend her. Maddalena, tremblingly, 
followed her ſteps to the outward parlour 
of the convent. She wiſhed to bave ſeen 
Giacinta, ere ſhe departed, but knew 
that this was wholly impracticable. Be- 
atrice, it is true, might have rendered 
her this ſervice ;; but ſhe diſdained to ſo- 
licit, a favour from a perſon ſhe had ſo 
little cauſe to eſteem, _ 

On entering the apartment, ſhe. be- 
held two ſtrangers, who, ſhe learned, 
were to attend her on this journey.—A 
lay, fiſter brought in a collation, of which 
Maddalena declined partaking. Ad- 
200 | dreſſing 
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dreſſing herſelf to the ſtranger; ſhe re- 
queſted to know, by whoſe command 
ſhe was compelled to quit the con- 
vent, and whither they intended to con- 
vey her. She received for anſwer, that 
it was her father's will; but, the place 
of her deſtination they were not at li- 
berty to diſcloſe, Maddalena inſtantly 
conjectured the cauſe of this journey, 
and, conſcious how vain it would be to 
diſpute the Duca's command, ſhe re- 
mained filent. | | 

As her conductors. were preparing to 
lead her to the carriage, the door of the 
apartment was thrown open, and Gia- 
_ cinta appeared... The, chamber of this 
boarder being but at, a ſmall diſtance 
from Maddalena's, ſne had heard Bea- 
trice's laſt ſummons, . and, inſtantly dreſ- 
fing herſelf, prepared to bid her adieu; 
« for, perhaps,“ thought ſhe, this 

| 7 2 Wl may 
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may be the laſt time I may behold her.” 
On entering, Beatrice roſe, and ordered 
her immediately to retire. Giacinta paid 
no attention to this haughty mandate: 


her arms were open, and munen fle w 
to receive her embrace. 


4 1 thall now,” ſaid FREE quit theſe 
venerable walls in peace, fince Heaven 
has bleſſed me with thy wilhed-for Pre- 
fence.” | 


She pauſed, while dewy tears courſed 
down each lovely cheek. 


„% Oh! tell me,” cried Giacinta, 
« why are you thus torn from me'? why 
am I denied the comfort of your ſym- 
pathizing friendſhip? why am I be- 
reaved of you, my only remaining con- 
ſolation ? how many days of - tranquil 
nne did. n myſelf we ſhould 

enjoy - 


tis IJ. 7 


enjoy together? yet, T once more wake 
from theſe deluſive dreams to wretched- 
neſs and grief, Yes, Giacinta 1s e 
Aan of nn ſorrow ! 24 7K 17 
1 
Ban. | Jodge not ſo raſhly,” cried Mad- 
dalena : the Almighty is juſt : arraign 
not his infinite goodneſs—he has hidden 
Joys for thee: caſt thy cares on him, 
and happineſs ſhall yet be thine.” 


« That is, indeed, my only comfort,“ 
exclaimed Giacinta : “there is a world 
to come, unchecquered by misfortune, 
where 1 ſhall enjoy a bliſs unclouded.“ 

| ONS 2 2 MH ot: ia, 13411 e. | 


| Beatrice fullenly remarked, that time 
wore apace, and it was abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary that Maddalena ſhould be gone. 
Giacinta, being as yet unacquainted with 
this nun's character, viewed her with 
aſtoniſhment ; while Maddalena, glancing 

towards 
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towards her a look of contempt, re- 


ns FO n 
z - . + 05 1 


a 
6 11 is bat the firſt time, "ter Bea- 


trice, that I have experienced your kind- 


nenn 


| 
. - 


'Then, turning to > Giacinta, ſhe con- 
tinued: | 


But we muſt part, my friend: yet, 
ere I leave theſe walls for ever, one thing 

L have to tell thee, Whatever thou ſhalt 
_ hereafter learn reſpecting. the cauſe of 
my departure, believe it not: 1 quit 
this venerable manſion, innocent of the 
baſe charge alledged againſt me; nor 
would I ſurvive the indelible ſain ſuch 
a provevting would have AN upon 


my name.” 


£1 Tye, 
Fear 
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« Fear not, Maddalena: ,I can 
credit no tale to thy detriment ; and, 
though calumny may, for a time, brand 
thy virtuous: Character with ſhame, yet, 
in the end, be ſure it will burſt forth 
with redoubled luſtre, and blaſt the 1 in- 
famous defamer. Farewell, then; take 
with thee. thy Giacinta' s unalterable re- 
nn. 1 | 


The 0 i of FLU giv 
tered on her poliſhed cheek, as ſhe preſ- 
ſed Maddalena to her throbbing boſom. 
Again, they bade each” other a tender 
adieu, when ſhe was conducted to the 
carriage, which immediately drove off 
with the mime, en, 2 67 4 

As ſhe caught a laſt Ks of the 
abode of her former happineſs, the poig- 
nancy of her feelings quite overpowered 
her, and ſhe gave way to a flood of tears, 

| The 
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The vehicle continued to proceed at this 
ſwift pace during the remainder of the 
night; the horſes being ſeveral times 
changed. During this period, a variety 
of painful ideas crouded on Madda- 
lena's brain. 


As the firſt gray tint of morning 
| roſe above the . horizon, ſhe expe- 
rienced a ſenſation of mingled plea- 
ſure and melancholy, She faluted with 
4 ſmile this forerunner of day. Now, 
the faint roſy tinge appears, which gra- 
dually increaſes, till the azure vault is 
laced with crimſon ftreaks. Theſe re- 
cede before the ſaffron carpet, that, 
widely ſpreads itſelf throughout the Eaſt. 
A ray of gold next rears its glittering. 
point, Swiftly, it riſes, diffaſing a bright 
gleam of light. The reſplendent ſun 
now ſhows his front magnificent; the 
fiery globe immenſe rolls through the 
wide ante, before whoſe radiance 
the 
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the dew that hangs at heaven's wide por - 
tal, n diffufing ſweets ambroſial. 


usb was the 1 ſcene t 
wholly occupied Maddalena's attention. 
' What ideas of Omniſcient Greatneſs did 
they not inſpire! * Ah“ thought the, 
« if the Almighty ſuffers weak man to 
view ſuch ſights as theſe, what muſt the 
virtuous ſpirits enjoy under his imme- 
diate protection? they muſt reſide in 
von azure heaven, where golden groves, | 
gently agitated by the perfumed” air, 
ſtrew pearls tranſparent on the acrial path 
they tread. They muſt bathe in cryſtal 
fireams more ſweet. than dew upon the 
boſom of the bluſhing roſe—tranſlucent 
ſtreams, whoſe channels glitter with the 
diamond's blaze. They muſt repoſe on 
beds delicate as their celeſtral forms, on 
Ni e leres of n and carnation, 

e whoſe 
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whoſe varied tints accord with their 
complexion.” 


Thus did Maddalena's warm imagi- 
nation wander to ſcenes for ever veiled 
from mortal eyes. The carriage, at 
length, ſtopped, and one of her con- 
ductors rode up, and informed her, that 
it was neceſſary ſhe ſhould take ſome re- 
freſhment, ere they proceeded on their 
route. She declined alighting; when 
one of the attendants entered the houſe, 
before which they had ſtopped. When 
ſhe enquired of his companion, who 
ſtood at the door of the carriage, con- 
cerning the duration of their travel, he 
informed her, that they muſt uſe dif. 
patch to attain, before the cloſe of day, 
the end of their 3 N 


F 


The domeſtic returned ; when, Mad- 


dalena having ſparingly partaken of the 
- offered 
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offered refreſhment, the door was cloſed; 
her conductors inftantly mounted, and 
nne their toute. | 

5 Maddatena's eee now wandered 
to Marietta, She retraced every ſcene 
of joy they had experienced together. 
She recurred to her dying words, 
„ Yes,” thought ſhe, © thy foreboding 
was juſt : thy Maddalena muſt undergo 
many afflictions ; yet, will ſhe remember 
thy counſels,” That moment, drawing 
the croſs from her boſom, ſhe kiſſed and 
bedewed it with her tears, 


Now, the recolleQion of Giacinta eroſſed 
her mind: ſhe was deſirous to peruſe the 
manuſcript, but, in her hurry, had in- 
cloſed it, with many other papers, in 
her portmanteau. The Conte, next, de- 
cupied her fancy: again; ſhe, pictured 
to herf If his elegant perſon, as he ap- 
peared in the church of Santa Maria; 
again, 
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again, ſhe beheld him on bis knees be- 
fore her, pleading the ardency of bis 
affection. She recalled his every word, 
his every look, and was ſurprized, as 
inwardly ſhe turned her thoughts, to 
perceive that he had fo much engtoſſed 
her attention, and bluſhed to feel how 
much ſhe loved him. Now, the vindic- 
tive Abbeſs and the treacherous Monk 
Ubaldo roſe before her. See pourtrayed 
to her imagination the exaggerated tale of. 
deſigning malice, ' which muſt have poi- 
ſoned her father's mind n her. 


Thus * FR paſſed, till the ſun was 
faſt ſinking into the boſom of the Weſt. 
A warm tinge coloured the leafy trees, 
the birds no longer carolled forth their 
cheerful notes. They were retired to 
their moſs-wove beds ; for, with the ſun 
they roſe, and, with it, ſunk to reſt.— 
The carriage moved ee onwards, and 
aſcended 


[ 
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aſcended a ſteep acclivity, On attaining 
its ſummit, the drivers halted to give 
their borſes breath. Maddalena beheld 


from this eminence a gloomy ſcene ”— | 
Fore her. | 


The laſt rays of the ſetting fun. 
gleamed faintly on a moſt extenſive 
foreſt, whither the winding road, by 
which they were to deſcend, ſeemed to 
lead. The reſt was a barren waſte, that 
extended as far as the eye could diſcern, 
and the diſtance was involved in the grey 
tint of evening. Maddalena diſtinguiſh- 
ed what appeared to her the lofty turrets 
of a caſtello, that ſeemed to lord i it over 
this dreary ſcene, The wind was Bleak; 
Maddalena felt its influence, and drew 
up the window of the carriage, which 
again moved ſwiftly forward. 


As they entered the tufted: foreſt "x al - 
was darkneſs ; for, when the ſun was in 
| EE ſplendour, its radiant beams 
with 
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with difficulty pierced the thick branches 
which had fantaſtically wove themſelves, 
and formed a roof almoſt impenetrable. 
They journeyed on for a conſiderable time, 
when Maddalena ſuddenly ſtarted, at 
hearing a clock, at no great diſtance, 
ſtrike the hour. The knell was diſmal ; 

and, between each ſtroke, there was a fo. 
jemn pauſe, that conveyed an inexpreſſi- 
ble ſenſation to Maddalena's boſom. 


IT he vehicle, ſhortly after, ſtopped before 
the gate of an antiquated caſtello, on which 
the moon, at that moment, threw her 
ſilvery beams. The ſurrounding moat 
was broad, and amply ſupplied with wa- 
ter, which reflected the black ſhade of 
the half- raiſed drawbridge. One of the 
domeſtics. attempted to ſound the bell; 

but ruſt had rendered it immoveable. 
Having no other means of making their 
arrival known to the inhabitants of this 


manſion, the two domeſtics, the drivers, 
and 
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2 another ſervant, who bad alſo fol- 
lowed the carriage on horſeback, called 
luſtily to the porter. The echo of their 
voices reverberated, and made the ſo- 
lemn ſtillneſs that ſucceeded truly awful. 
Aftera few ſeconds, they were anſwered 
from within: the drawbridge was low- 
ered, and the carriage moved ſlowly in- 
to the firſt court of the caſtello. Mad- 
dalena alighted, and was conducted by 
a young woman into an apartment, 
where refreſhments were already ar- 
ranged, and every thing n pre- 
* for her i 
ait $160] n 121 8 

19 « You were apprized, ei woman, 
of; my journey hither,” laid amen 
addreſſing her. 


ü [Dang 9 
1. Yes, my lady, 2 meſſenger from 
the Duca at tived ihęre ſome five hours 
bbs he was adele hard riding, 
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34. 
that, having delivers, our Wied or- 
ders, he begged that he might retire to 
reſt; and, though we preſſed him to 
take ſome eee he would not 
* to our entreaties. 5. | 


1 12 _ cee Aomeies' in «the 
caltello?' | 5 


No, W there e five 
| my father and —_ 4 x 

| Maddaleva thanimotioned her to- aA 
the chamber. When alone, ſhe ex+ 
claimed: © Here then I muſt remain a ſo- 
litary outcaſt, debarred from all ſocial 
intercourſe, without one friend to en- 
liven the dull monotony of the ſcene. 
If I wiſh to converſe, to theſe antiquated 
portraits of my anceſtors I muſt addreſs 
myſelf, that grace, in all probability, 
every apartment of this gloomy abode. 
. How 
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-Hiow: exlpable muſt my beloved parent 
deem his injured child, to doom her, 
unheard, to this dreary ſolitude! What 
pangs, too, muſt the idea of my guilt 
inflict on his ſuſceptible heart! Has he 
not «already experienced ſufficient cala - 
mity, without receiving this laft ſtab to 
his happinefs, which may prove fatal to 
him as if I had really erred? Why did 
be not ſee me? I would have con- 
vinced him, and incontrovertibly proved 
my innocence. How artfully muſt the 
charge have been fupported againſt me l 
or he would never have condemned me 
thus unpitied ; for, he loves his Madda- 
lena with parental affection. 


In this train of rellection did Madda- 
lena continue, till the melancholy clock 
proclaimed the hour of midnight. She 
aroſe, and ſummoning the female atten- 
dant, defired to be conducted to her 

* hag II. D bed- 


g pen | After craverſuig the * 
Joining hall, and ſeveral inner apart - 

ments, ſhe, at length, entered that which 
was prepared for her, and found her 
trunks and every thing as convenient as 

the place would admit. Maria, for 
that was the young woman's name, re- 
ceived Maddalena s thanks for her care; 
and, having informed her, that ſhe had 

no further occaſion for her ſervices, bad 

her retire to reſt. Having offered up a 
fervent prayer to the Almighty, ſhe 
yielded her in to lep $ eh 
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Oh! 1 will ſooner truſt a erocodile, 
When he ſheds tears; for he kills fudderly, 
And ends pur cares at once; or apy, thing 
-, That's epil t to qur natures, than Aman, 1 
1 find there i is no end to his. deceiving I 
Nor no 0 ayoiding thaw, if e give 17 0 
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Ihe Conte Marcello, roſe.unrefreſhed. 

His mind was ſtrongly agitated by the 

events of the preceding night, e wen 

e the Madre's r ih. | 
D 2 
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he diſdained » but Maddalena was in her 


power; and he had every thing to dread 


from the violence of her diſpoſition; 
6 For, what,” ſaid the Conte, „ can 
equal the rage of a turbulent woman, 
when diſappointed in her love? Is 


there a ſtratagem ſhe will leave untried 


to ſatiate her thirſt for vengeance, even 
on the innocent Maddalena Roſa ? Now, 
indeed, the will put her threats into 
execution; ; ; "now "the will prove the 
friendſhip of her dependents; ſhe will 
doubtleſs employ the ſubtle monk 


Ubaldo, Who wears religion s outward 
cloak, to conceal the villainy of his heart; 


and ſhall the lovely Maddalena become 


their prey, and I alone the cauſe ? Muft 


he, who doats to diſtraction, deſtroy 


perhaps khe very object of his tender 
love? Fotbid it, Heaven! I wilk unto 
the Duea, and Inſtantly reveal the af- 


far. I Will convince Kim of his diugh- 
f * ter's 


* 
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ter's innocence. Iwill conſeſs. Hold!“ 


cried the Conte, What can I confeſs; 


my oath, my ſolemn vow, has ſealed 
my lips. for ever. Moſt crafty woman | 
moſt deceitful friar ! you arts, indeed, 
have proved ſucceſsful ; you enchain me 
by the ſtrongeſt tie, my honour which, 
muſt for ever remain, unſullied. Yet, 
will Religion ſanction my ſilence? Will 
even- handed Juſtice, bid me view the 
ſufferings of the guiltleſs, whoſe up- 
right conduct I could prove, and calmly 
behold the triumph of the offenders? or 
would prudence have directed me to en- 
ter into a ſacred engagement, without 
being firſt acquainted with the exact 
terms of my obligation? 'Tis I: who, 


am culpable; my youth does, not ex- 


cule my fault, or rather my crime, 
for ſuch it is. Vet, ſprely, the Duca 
is open to conviction; be will place con» 
fidence in my honour.; Why da I thus 


ä delay ? 
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delay ?—Why not inſtantly viſit him, 
and requeſt an audience? 


The Conte coſe W his feat, and 
having haſtily arranged his dreſs, imme- 
diately proceeded to the Bertocci palace. 


On demanding admitrance, he was in- 


formed by the porter, that the Duea 
was then engaged. He retired, diſap- 


Pointed :. but determined to continue 
for ſome time near the ſpot, and then 


return. At the expiration of an hour, 
the Conte, being on his way to the 
Duca's refidence, beheld; at ſome diſ- 
tance, the monk Ubaldo, walking 
with unaccuſtomed ſpeed towards the 
convent of Santa Maria. The Pa- 
dre has viſited the palace before me,” 
exclaimed the Conte, and by his 


ſeeming alacrity, his ſtory has, I fear, 


ſucceeded but too well. Calumny ! thou 
art ſwift of foot; thou haſt fabricated 
i : | - 12 Why 
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thy miſchievous tale, and now thou 
hieſt to thy den, to glut thyſelf on 
thoſe ſcenes of miſery n un plan- 

ned ub en 


The Monk, at that moment, turned 
the corner of the ſtrada, and diſappeared, 
while the Conte proceeded to the man- 
ſion of the Duca. He again applied 
for admiſſion; bat was informed, that 
the noble owner had given expreſs or- 
ders, that no one ſhould be uſhered into 
his preſence till the following morning. 
The Conte aſſured the porter, that his 
bufineſs was of the utmoſt conſequence; 
but this information did not avail, He 
then made the domeſtics acquainted with. 
his name; on which, he was informed, 
that the Duca had cautioned his fervants 
againſt admitting him in particular, On 
hearing this, the Conte became ac- 

| „ quainted 
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quainted with his fate, and cencealed 
with difficulty the riſing emotions of his 
boſom. After a moment's pauſe; the 
Conte ſlowly quitted the hall, and re- 
turned to his palace, abſorbed in en 
meditation. | 


„What is to be done?” he ex- 

claimed, as, entering his chamber, he 
threw himſelf violently . on his ſeat ? \ 
« How can I counteract the infernal 


_ - ſchemes that are now planning againſt. 


the lovely Maddalena's repoſe ? How - 
can I baffle the attempts of my enemies, 
who ſeek to poiſon. my every hope. of 
happineſs? Yes, for I now feel, more 


than ever, the power of her attractions, 


I am conſcious that ſhe reigns ttium- 


| phant o'er my ſoul-; that her enehanting 


image is indelibly ſtamped on my heart; 


that 1 live but to adore her, and in the 


fond hope of one day calling her mine. 
I will 
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L. will demean myſelf to this haughty 
Abbeſs; yes, 1 will, by letter, intreat 


her to ſpare, the unofſending boarder, 
and let her vengeance fall wholly on 


myſelf, I ſhall but ful}; my duty; it 
is a juſtice which I owe oppreſſed inno- 
cence ; for, what is the ſaerifice of my 


feelings? Ought I not to ſue for Mad- 
dalena on my bended knee? Can the 


have involved, though unintentionally, 
another in their miſdeeds ? — Had I 


quitted Maddalena's preſence, ere the 


Monk's arrival, all had been welk Did 


yet, I diſobeyed her? What right had 
I to intrude myſelf into her ſociety? I 


adored her, it is true; my ardent love 


_ urged; me to break on her meditations 7. 
jet my paffion is, Perhaps, hopeleſs. 


Bis, n 


guilty, humble themſel ves enough, or 


make ſufficient atonement, when they. 


ſhe not intreat that I would retire, and 5 
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Unmoved, ſhe liſtened to my proteſta- 
tions; nor did ſhe betray the leaſt emo- 
tion of pity for my ſufferings, till the 


moment that ſeparated us. Yes, her 


regard was then expreſſive of eompaſſion; 
it was a look of tenderneſs, that will 


never Sand enen r wy fond fancy. n 


The Chan morty n drew n 


the table, and penned the following, 


On 
lines: 
„ 


« To the Madre VITTORIA Braccring, 


Abbeſs of the Convent of Sans Maria, 
nl Nora. 


. Mapa, 


78 Acquainted as Fam with your un- 
alterable determination of revenge, you 
will, doubtleſs, efteem me preſumptuous 


in troubling you with the following lines. 
Yet, ere you proceed, believe me, Ma- 
dam, I do not intend to plead for my- 
ſelf. | I claim« not your pity; it is for 
Maddalena Roſa that I would petition, - 
whoſe innocence, 'whoſe purity, - muſt” 
ſtrike conviction on your foul.  I-know- 
you ſmile at my preſumption > I ſee the 
air of triumph that marks your features, 
on beholding me the ' menial ſlave of 
your caprice,' a ſervile dependant on- 
your will, Yet, I can bear your ſeorn 
unmoved; Yes, I will ſupplicate your 
favour, though you caſt.on me the ſmile ' 
of contempt; for, I plead the canſe of 
virtue, Madam, you fill a holy office; 
you are Abbeſs of the firſt conyent in 
Florence: tos well I am acquainted 
with your ſentiments ; tov well I know, 
that your outward habit alone proclaims: 
you Religion's votary. Your mind re- 
tains a Partiality For the voluptuous 
D 6 | e | 
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8 of this world, and is not ed 
to its Maker. To your innate ſenſe of 
Religion, therefore, I appeal not; but 
to that unerring monitor, your con- 
ſcience, that will, in ſpite. of your en- 
| deavours, rear its throne. within your 
boſom, and goad you for the guilty 
deed. Maddalena Roſa is innocent, By 
that ſacred vow, which binds. me to 
filence reſpecting all that has paſſed be- 
tween us j by that oath which makes 
me ſhudder, and you. exult; by that, I 
ſwear, ſhe is pure and ſpotleſs of any 
charge concerning me, that you may be 
prompted to alledge againſt her, 


Lou, Madam, are but too well ac- 
quainted with the manner of my gaining 
* admittance into the convent, Appear- 
ances, I own, are in your favour; my 
being diſcovered, at that early hour, 
0, Mane, Bala, argues ſtrongly 
againſt 
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againſt me; but chance alone conducted 
me to that apattment, where the pow 
erful workings of fancy had uncon- ö 
ſciouſiy led her.— Oh, Madam! temper 
you rage with merey; revenge is a mo- 
mentary gratißcation, which, in the 
end, recoils on thoſe wo fallaciouſiy 
hope to experience, through its means, 
a laſting enjoyment. Call into action 
the noble paſſions of your ſoul; have 
pity on the innocent ſufferer, and I will 
ſubmit with patience to your rigorous. 
decrees. I ſhall then heap bleſſings on 
your head; for, the blow will fall on 
him who alone merits chaſtiſement; on 
din wha is, prepared to meet — 


MaAzCELLo rents. | 


Having fealed this letter, the Conte 
intruſted it to the care of Gerardo, who 
immediately quitted his maſter's palace 

| for 
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for the convent: of- Santa Maria. The . 
Conte thought it neceſſary to atteſt Mad- 
Adalena' s innocence in ſuch ſolemn terms, 
leſt the Madre ſhould imagine-that the 

meeting between them had been really 
concerted, and that his feigned love was. 
only to gain admiſſion into the conyent,, 

to fulfil his ee, | 5 


The Conte, in the „ e ſuſpenſe, 
awaited | the truſty Gerardo's return. 
Two hours elapſed, when he at b e 
e 


had Thank Heaven! dear Maſter,” ſaid 
he, on entering the apartment, I am 
fafe returned from the holy ſiſterhood; 
*ris a rare thing to be endowed with vir- 
tuous inclinations,” 


4 


* 


L Tel! 
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„ Tell me,” exclaimed the Conte, 
haſtily, have you brought wk me 
ern Madre Fr. 1 


ein bed he uttered the laſt word; 
an Gerardo ee bim. ; 


* 
9 5 » Y — 
x 


GW Yes, Maſter, i it is ; praiſcvorty i in. 


any man to curb his paſſions ; mine have 
been attacked with ſighs. and ogles, but 
I have eſcaped victorious; like a pru- 


dent general, I kept my hojling blood: 


under command,” 


The Conte found it neeeſſary to- re- 
main ſilent, and Gerardo continued as. 
follows * 


You muſt know, Sir, that I hied 


me to the convent with all poſſible 


ſpeed. At my arrival, I ſounded loudly 
the bell; when the portreſs, peeping 
1 115 : through 


. ˙ m •q . a 


II - «> , * 5 5 A » — ; , = 8 8 * lll en = * 
2 — * 2 — — — — ” — . N * — 
— 3 ' Tr 2 ES . Ea ata — r 4o» 
. — — * x \ LESS a hen BY by » 4," 3 Joo : ov + YL Fes : = a 24 — TD TR, Kann 0 * a Sg 433 


1 
— 


. Rn 


* 
N . ͤ !!! ⅛ eVjÃͤK IG, Jun 
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through the ſmall grating, in ade; door, 
inquired my buſineſs, I preſented the 
letter; when ſhe immediately unbolted; 
the gate, and bade me enter. I followed 
to her apartment. She defired me to be 
' ſeated, and wait her return. In a few, 
minutes ſhe re-entered, laying, it was 
the Lady Abbeſs's will that I ſhould 
await her commands. The portreſs then 
feated herſelf beſide me; ſhe ſmiled, 
ſhe ogled ; and then, ſighing, aſked me 
why I was not a holy father. My round, 
ruddy face, ſhe aſſured me, would be- 
come the cowl amazingly ; that I was a 
very proper man, and ſhould make an 
excellent confeſſor. L thanked her, Si- 
gnor, for the good opinion ſhe had 
conceived of me; but I really think my 
countenance muſt have appeared very 
filly.; for, ſhe had, conſidering her ſex, 
a monſtrous, crop. of hair upon her upper 
30 and I, with difficulty reſtrained my 

rifible 
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rigble! faculty. She, then. extolled the 
pious: pleaſyres. of a religious. life; ſhe - 


conjured me, with ſomething mote than 


ſiſterly affection, to quit the wicked 
ways of the world, and ſeek in retire- 
ment the ꝓleaſures of diyine love. Nay, 
Signor, ſhe kindly offered to inſtru me 
herſelf in the firſt rudiments, and, be- 
came at length ſo inſpired with the ce- 
leſtial flame, that, had not one of the 


lay ſiſters entered the chamber with the 
Madre's anſwer, ſhe might have carried 


her pious deſire into execution, '[-gladly-- 
took the letter, under the promiſe of 
returning in a few days, to«convince her 
I had profited by her good counſel.” 


Gerardo, now leiſurely put his, band 
into the pocket of his veſt, and drawing 
forth the Madre“ 8 billet, preſented i it to 

his impatient maſter, The Conte could 


not help ſmiling at the loquacity of : 


Gerardo, 
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Gerardo, who bowed and quitted * | 
apartment. He my broke the ſeal, 

and read as follows : - 
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* * entreaties, your: We 
are alike unavailing. You have in- 
fringed the holy laws of our ſanctified 
manſion, and unceaſing vengeance ſhalt 
purſue you. The Madre Vittoria can 
feel ha ene 0 not fail to re- 
ſent it. 


e Moſt wicked, artful, and deteſted 
woman! exclaimed the Conte; © does, | ; 
chen, no generous ſentiment glow within | 
your boſom ? Are you callous to 1 17 


call R e 
ee 5 The 
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The Conte then bay ment over j 
again the malicious foray, n j 


% Oh, Madre! this is well Bins; meu 373 
equivocation fuits your deceptious con- =_ 
duct. You pretend to be unapprehen- x 


five of my meaning—you anſwer me as | 
really Din, of _ crime whbereuith . | 1 
ended party's bot the! den one 0 


day arrftt: wen Truth fhaff. blaze 1 
abroad; and Juſtice doom the guilty. r. 
You will then be rouſed from your le- 
thargic dream, and wile to horror and 
deen a be i 
The Conte ont the „ of Pl 
day, agitated by a thouſand: painful 
ideas, that crowded alternately wh 17 
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He repaired, the following mornipg, 
to the Bertocci palace; and, being ad- 
mitted, was led into a ſaloon, where he 
was requeſted to awaitthe.Duca's arrival. 

The dog of the apartment ſoon after 
opened; ang he entered... The Conte, 
role from his chair, and was, approaching, 
towards him, when, the, Duca, coldly, 
begged, him to reſume his ſeat. After. 
ſome . moment's. pauſe, during which 
the Duca regarded, the Conte's features 
with fixed, attention, he addreſſed him as 
aum. | 


« This is, I believe, Signor Conte, 
che ſecond time I ever was in your com- 
pany. At our firſt meeting, T thought, 
| you amiable ; I looked upon you as a 
pattern for the young men of the age: 1 
you appeared to poſſeſs an open diſpoli- 

tion, 
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tion, a mind that reverenced virtüe, and 
ſtrictly adhered to its miaxims. Tthought 
that boſom a ſtranger to deceit ; your 
air, your manner, inſpired confidence. 
I inwardly gloried in beholding ſuch'a 
man. Had my. ſon,” © thought I, 
"© lived to have reſembled you, I ſhould 
have been completely bleſſed, I could 
not harbour a doubt; ; T was convinced 
my ſenſes could not be deceived. I 
"invited you fo my Palace ; I wiſhed'to 
Claſp you to my beaſt, and call ybu 
my friend. Theſe were my emotions at 
our firſt meeting; but how "reverſed is 
now the ſcene ? 1 am, I truſt, Signor, 
a man of honour ; one that bolds decep- 
tion in abhorrence. 1 ruſt, therefore, 
intreat you to, hear me out w ith pa- 
tience. I ſhall ſpeak openly : ſhould 
you find yourſelf over-galled at my ex- 
preſſions, you know the remedy ; we 

| | are 
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are both men, and wear our ſwords to 
aa, or ener our honour,” 


Aer A ſhort pauſe, the Duca con- 
übel Wie er 


* * 
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« At this meeting, geo 1 look 
upon you as poſſeſſing talents, but they 
are. of the moſt dangerous tendency. 
' Your. ſeeming openneſs of diſpoſition, 
the virtues of your mind, all the good 
qualities which a appear concentered in 
your form, ate but a pleaſing exterior, 
veiling the depravity of your ſoul. 2 


10 


8 The Conte flarted, and bel his 
| hand on his ſword ; but, recollediing it 
Was the father of his adored Madda- 
lena Roſa, he reſumed his former Po- 
ütion. | 
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I preſume,” continued the Duca, 
« that you are not unacquainted with 
the convent of Santa Maria ; and you 
well know that my een is a boarder 
there.“ | HOON; Heart} 


£ 


He N and the Conte anſwered in 
the afficmative. | Wy 
6c a Signor, once reſem- 
bled her beloved mother ; ſhe was 
once delicate in every point of female 
reputation, till you firſt beheld her. Your 
arts have drawn her from her duty ; you 
have made her ſwerve from the path of 
rectitude: you have gained ſuch aſcen- 
dancy over her mind, that, o erleaping 
every law of decency, ſhe admitted vou, 
at the dead hour of night, and lent a 
willing ear to your unhallowed love. 
Can you deny the charge? Did not 
the Lady Abbeſs, and a monk of Santa 
8888 9 
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rote eee nnn, don 
verſe ? 


— — is, in 
part, true. The Madre Bracciano and 
father Ubaldo did indeed ſurprize me in 
your daughter's -preſence ; but that 
daughter was unacquainted with my en- 
trance into the con vent; it was the firſt 
time ' ever, by word or letter, held 
Ceonverſe with her. It was then, for the 
firſt time, that 1 made a confeſfion"of 


*my paſſion.” 


The Conte; then, related his haviog 
previouſly ſeen her through the grate; 
of his remaining for ſome time a ſtranger 
to her name and family, and by what 
means he obtained the wiſnhed- for infor- 
mation. He then moſt ſolemnly pro- 
teſted Maddalena's innocence: he de- 
— the manner in which he had diſ- 

covered 


73 
vdvered lier, and exectdted- the baſe; aſs | 
fertion that had poiſoned the Duca 
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„would this tale were true, re. 
plied, the Duca; but it reſts on two 
oints : firſt, if you entered the Convent 
with no deſign. of meeting Maddalena, 
for what purpoſe was you there's and, 
ſecondly, how did you gain admiſſion, 
and whence. does: it. ariſe, that the por- 
treſs of the convent, the 0 mocpiggt 
fled 2 2 q £3 IE #:1, I 4+ 4 7; HOT 


The alt on hearing the laſt aſſer- 
tion, exclaimed aloud—* The plan of, 
villainy is then complete—no means of. 
Vengeance. are wh untried to eruſſi the: 
wagten Hi ran 5 12000023056 the 
inne ü 1% Je ej; 1566 sea en 

Fo! the firſt of hols ene the 
Conte Was, by his- oath, compelled to! 
Vor. II. E ftflence; 
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filence; he: could only proteſt the fal- 


lacy of the charge, and that a ſolemn 


vow bound him to conceal the method 
of his entrance, and his buſineſs in the 
Convent. To the ſecond, he affured 
the Duca that, till this moment, he 
knew) not of the portreſs' flight, but 


deemed it a contrivance of bis dein 


ani $ 


TN ITT 


. But, n you will be one 


day undeceived: you will then claſp 


your injured child to your fond arms; 
you will then, I truſt, confeſs the Conte 
Marcello Porta is not unworthy of your 
eſteem. As to the opprobrious epithets 


you have ſo wrongfully' laviſhed on 


me, I forget them: firſt, as you are 
Maddalena Roſa's father, and a noble- 
man whoſe merits I revere ; ſecondly, 
becauſe you have heard a well told 
ſtory, that might even deceive the moſt. 

ſuſpectful 
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ſuſpe&ful mind, much more, yours, 
which, unpraQiiſed in deceit, is the leſs 
prone to diſcover the tale of a ſlan- 
derer. 


« Ah! Signor, could 1, in honour, 


recal my raſh vow, I ſhould filence the 


voice of calumny; T would baffle the 


machinations of my enemies ; but that 


is impoſhble. I ſhould then appear, in 


your eyes, a perjured, mean, Cy f 


able wretch * 


There was ſomething in the Conte's 
behaviour that aſtoniſhed the Duca. A 
ſteady firmneſs, attendant only on truth, 


accompanied his words: yet, the Dy 
dence againſt him appeared incontro- 


vertible. | 


6 Signor,” ' ſaid the Duca, « you Th 
ledge” an oath ; 'yet, I cannot penetrate; 
E 2 how 
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how a raſh vow, in which, you have ins 
volved yourtelf, ſhould be conneded 
with the ſubject ir in queſtion,” 

4 This is a circumſtance, Monſignor, I 
cannot explain; but I pledge my ho- 
gur as 2 man, that Donna Maddalena 
Roſa js innocent; that I am baſely ca- 
Iumniated; and that the ſacred compact, 
by which I am reſtricted, prevents me 
from ſatisfying your doubts. Let Donna 
Maddalena ſtate to you thy manner of 
our meeting, and, if her narrative cor- 
_ reſponds not in every point with what [ 
have adyanced, then let fouleſt ſhame 
attend me; let ignominy brand, my 

| hated name; adjudge me guilty of the 


beinous crime: for ſuch it wauld be, 
with which I am charged, 2 


It were difficult,” 3 the 


Den 60 for. me to hold the copference 
45 5 „ dien 
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you defire. 1 have bufineſs of i import- 
ance with the Grand Duca, which will 


for ſome time detain me in F lorence ; 


and my daughter is, ere this, far re- 
moved from the Convent of Santa Ma- 
ria. Ny: eit ame 
OY Removed voi OR TOI . 
Conte, in violent emotion. Monfignor, . 
you are a juſt and upfighr nobleran; 
be then impartial : ſuſpend awhife your 
rigid judgment ; ; condemn not to miſery 
the being, who lives but in the fond 
hope of one diy ſfanding forward, as 
the vindicator of your daughters ihjured 
reputation: when 1 may boldly offer, - 
even with your ſanction, my Heart, my 
hand, and fortune, to the peerleſs Nad- 
dalena— Spare her; puniſh not your 
guiltleſs child: doom her not to a me- 
lancholy ſecluſion from 


E = | = Signor, 


— wu 
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“ Signor Conte,” ſaid the Duca, 


riſing, © I am her father, and the beſt 


judge of my own actions. If my daugh- 


ter's affections were fixed on any parti- 


cular object, her happineſs ſhould never 
be made ſubſervient to my will. 'She 
ſhould be free in every point but one. 


| Yes, the Duca Bertocci will not beſtow 


Donna Maddalena's hand, unleſs it be 


on a man of noble birth and of unſullied 
honour.” | 


He inſtantly quitted the apartment, . 
The Conte remained ſome minutes in a 


profound reverie. He at length retired 
from the ſaloon, and penſively returned 


to his palace, where he immediately 
penned the following note: 


40 To 
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© MonsIGNOR— 


your judgment, the requeſt was made 
in the warmth of my paſſion, at hearing 
of your lovely daughter's unmerited re- 
moval from Florence. I meant it not 
as an impeachment of your judgement, 


nor was it uttered in a dictatorial man- 


ner. Vet, ſhould you have miſconſtrued 
my intention, I entreat your pardon. 
The laſt words you uttered, Monfignor, 
previous to quitting the apartment, were 


theſe :—* I will not beſtow Donna Mad- 


dalena's hand, unleſs it be on a man of 
noble birth, and of unſullied honour.” 
The firſt requiſite, tis acknowledged, [ 
poſſeſs; and though, Monfignor, you 
may ſuſpe&t the other, yet, when it 
E4 proves 


When I entreated a ſuſpenſion of + 
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proves untainted, I dare hope that you 
will not reject the ſuit of the now- un- 
juſtly traduced 

MaxczLg Tong. 


—— Was dy diſpatched 
with this billet. He ſoon returned, 
having delivered it to the Duca's porter, 
at the palace - gate.— be Conte, then, 


prepared to viſit his friend Viniani, 


whom he vas deſirous of conſulting on 
rene be ebe rep £34 4041 
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Let us. not aggravate oun ſorrows; | TRE) IT, IS 
But to the Godsipermit>the event ſof thihgs: * 


Oun lives, difeolourid with our proſent oem, | . 


3 


May ſtill grow bright, and ſmile with hoppier 
hours. 
So the pure liquid 4 when foul with rns 
Of ruſſiingtorrentꝭiand dt ſtentling rains,” | - 
Works it ſelficlear; aud as it runs rome; 
Till; by degrees, the floating mirrpur ſhines: 
Reflects each flower, that on the borders grows, 4 
And a new Heaven! in its fair ir boſonr ſhows. tel 
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dreams had been ſimilar to thoſe that 


vifited her pillow, during the tranquil 
nights ſhe ſpent in the Convent of Santa 
Maria, while her beloved friend Ma- 
rietta was yet living. . She ſurveyed the 
| ſpacious chamber with aſtoniſhment ; 
and ſome time elapſed, ere ſhe recol- 
lected the quick ſucceſſion of events, 
that had brought her to . ſecluded 
manſion. h 


| The wainſcot of the apartment was of 
dark brown cedar, that rendered its ap- 


pearance particularly gloomy, The chim- 


ney-piece was lofty, over which was 
carved, in oak, the creft and motto of 
the family. The windows were ſmall, 
and partly dimmed with ſtained glaſs, 
repreſenting the armorial bearings of the 
noble houſe of Bertocci, The bed was 
of rich. da  filk, embroidered with 
gold. Its & lour had once been green, 


| ROE 0... 
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but little of its original dye was now 
viſible. The chairs were of ebony, moſt 
curiouſly wrought ; and ſeveral ancient 
portraits, at full length, which, by the 

arms inſerted in the corner, ſhowed 

them to be anceſtors of the Duca, were 
adorned with maſſy frames, and e 
round this chamber. | W419 


\ Maddalena roſe, and; having dreſſed 
herſelf, determined to ſurvey, as far as 
ſhe was able, the gloomy interior of this 


venerable fabric. She immediately paſſed 
through the ſame rooms ſhe had tra- 
verſed on the preceding night. The 
furniture greatly reſembled that in 
which ſhe bad repoſed. She then pro- 
ceeded along the hall, which was ſpa- 
cious; and, opening a door on the op- 
poſite ſide, entered a narrow avenue. 
At the extremity of this was a ſtair-caſe, 
which ſhe aſcended. It communicated ' 
E 6 with 


94 TARA A188. 
with. a wide gothic gallery, which re« 
ceived wenn. 
1550 ae e whiz 
4; cores 14 [110+ -5: $4408] 
»She dude hots furtkes end, and, 
opening à large folding- door, found 
henſelf in a ſpacious library, ſtored with. 
an innumerable quantity of books. This 
diſcovery afforded Maddalena the moſt 
heart · felt ſatisfaction ; and ſhe/inwardly 
exclaimed:—“ How have my ſuggeſ- 
tions wronged the beſt of parents! He 
has not left me without reſource; for, 
here is the mind's recreation. In this 
chamber, I ſhal} never ck! wag ANT 


* 
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She took from one of the ſbelves a 
folio volume; but was diſappointed, on 
opening it, at finding an ancient manu- 
ſcript,” the characters of which ſhe could 
not decypher. Maddalena tried ſeverat 
others, but found them written in ſuch 
FEED. | an 
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fach a very early period, and in the 


Latin tongue, that, witk the wifling; 


knowledge ſhe poſfeſſed of that lan- 
guage, 
their contents. She determined; how- 
ever, not to abandon the- purſuit, and 
gradually proceeded from ſhelf to ſhelf, 
till ſhe ſhe | gained the oppoſite ile of 


the chamber, where ſhe found the» 


pains which ſhe had taken, amply gra- 
tified, as this part of the collection con- 


. 
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She quitted- the ah and Pe 
cteded to inveſtigate, ſtill further, the 


numerous apartments of this Gothic | 


caſtle, She found a ſmall room adjoin- 
ing, t the windows of which, being low, 
afforded: her an opportunity oFobſerving 
the furcounding proſpe&; To be night. 

; | at 


ſhe found it impoſſible to-petuſs 


_m_ 1 the Nen en of ee 
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at ſome dif ance, Maddalena beheld the 
mountain, which ſhe had deſcended the 


preceding night; wide round its baſe, 


the gloomy and extenſive, foreſt reared 
its dark green foliage. To the left, all 
was a bleak waſte, that ag the ſoul 
of the dehalder.: ede 29 


eee fixed her gaze on the 
dreary ſcene before her, the appearance 
of horſemen, whoſe courſe ſeemed. bent 
towards the foreſt, arreſted her attention. 
As ſhe more narrowly examined them, 
ſhe perceived them to be her late con- 


ductors. The hope ſhe had, till that 


moment, . indulged, of writing to the 
Duca, to proteſt her innocence, and in- 
treat he would not unheard condemn 
ber, was now, vaniſned. Maddalena 
haſtily opened the caſement, in the hope 
of making herſelf heard; but, recol- 
8 the impoſſibility of her. voice. 
reaching 
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4 


reaching them, ſhe retired, dejectedly, to 
a ſeat, and was nearly overcome with 
the poignancy of her emotions. 


"Sher: at length woſe, nds W 8 2 
the chamber ſeveral times, again bent 
her ſteps towards the window, For an 
inſtant, the horſemen were viſible ; now, 
they entered the foreſt, and were quickly 
buried in its impenetrable gloom. She 
| continued to fix her. eyes on the ſpor 


where they had diſappeared, The morn- 


ing breeze, that wantoned round her, 
and gently agitated her gloſſy hair, re- 
vived in part her drooping ſpirits. After 
ſome minutes, ſhe cloſed the caſement, 
and, quitting. the room, continued to 
explore this al ancient pile. 


| Maddalena ſoon mined an apartment, 
| the furniture of; which greatly ana 
| her. The walls were covered with 


paintings 


. 
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palntings from the moſt gloomy ip. 

tural fubjects. The ſeats were of ebony; 
at the back of each was inlaid the re. 
ſemblance of a ſkull, carved in ivory. 
Between the windows, which dimly ſhone 
with faincd glaſs, repreſenting the cru- 
cifixion and reſurrection, „ ſtood a table 
of correſponding workmanſhip with the 
ſeats, on which reſted a large filver eru- 
cifix, exquiſitely wrought. | She mi- 
nutely examined this globniy habjtarion, 
fitted for religious retirement, at the 


op zofite fide of which hung a curtain-of 


alle. Curioßty prompted? her to diſed- 
ver the object it concealed ; but, as ſhe 
ippfoached, it 'gently' waved, Madda- 
lena pauſed'— ſeized with unwonted 
dread, ſhe partly turned, to quit the 
ſpot ; ; When, ſummoning more reſolu- 
tion, me ep voy aſhamed of her pufilla- 5 


nimity. « What Have I to dread? tis 


the guilty mind alone that ſhrinks be- 
neath 
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veath fears chilling band!“ With firm- 
neſs, ſhe approached the hanging, which 
ſhe drew back, and found it was in- 


deed the wind had cauſed the trepidation 
of her ſpirits; for, before her, was a 


cloſet communicating” with' the-chapet, 
from whence the eonjectured her anceſ- 


tors uſed e n to pig maſs cele! 
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- "This 'caſtetls badet bed the an 


fidenee, from time memorial. On a 
mall ''deſk, lay a miſſal, on which 


was beautifully embrbidered the family 
eſcutcheon. She gazed on the chapel; 


which was of ſuperb Gothic architee- 


ture, and, though in a ſtate of deſola- 


tion, its priſtine elegance was plainly vi- 
fible. Duſt obſcured the fretted roof, 


and loathſome ſpiders now wove their 
wily webs, where the prieſt had ſo often 

payed the ſacred hoſt, The ſtern 
oF reſemblance 
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ſemblance of her watlike actions. 


whoſe: venerable remains had long moul- 
dered beneath their ſculptured effigies, 


inſpired Maddalena's ſoul; with thoughts 
of departed greatneſs. „Perhaps,“ 


- faid ſhe, ( it was one of thoſe, when 


living, . that. founded this very. pile. 
Could he now riſe, and behold the 
dreary ſcene that ſurrounds him ; could 
he traverſe the ſpacious halls and nu- 


merous chambers' of this caſtello, once 


his pride and glory, bow. would his 
great ſoul ſicken at this fight } Ho he 


would deſpiſe bis degenerate children, 


for quitting this edifice, which he had 
reared with ſuch pains, and which has 


| ele ſo 7 Horgan TIC 
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© Maddalena 8  moralizing,' un- 
conſcious. of Maria's approach, who 


ood regarding her in 5 aſto- 
viſhment. 


. - 
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6c 17 5 our Lady, Signora, I thougbt 


ſome ghoſt had e 4 TY n the 
caſtello. N rh 


— 5 . 
A * 


bY « What could induce you,“ returned 
Maddalena, ſmiling, to; wm ſuch a 
„ ee eee ee 


on ” S144 
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1 Why, My Lady, Thees ü, | 
10 you this hour. Tour repaſt has long 


been ſerved, and waiting for you in your 


apartment. My father has alſo been in 
purſuit of your Ladyſhip r 1 | 


left wing of ths 29 h 
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and where every thing was rendered 'as 
N n ee „ e een 
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Maddalena followed her Sede 
who led her into one of the moſt! ele- 
gant apartments ſhe had yet beheld, 
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Maia“ father entered, who, bowing: 
ſweet young miſtreſs had repoſed. Mad - 
dalena, having ſatisfied his kind inquiry, 
thanked him for this mark of his atten- 
tion, and then informed bim, how well 
ſhe was ſatisfied with the cate he had 
evinced, in preparing the neceſſary ac- 
cummodations. She then requeſted to 


| known, if any of her fathern demeſtias 


were jet remaining at the caftello, and 
mhethor- the Duea had! intimmted dhe 
menen u- tk e 

e 2237" 106 WTETLT SI 
The old man replied in the Weg 
that he and his daughter were: now. the 


ſiole iphabitants uf the caſtello. He then 


acquainted Maddalena with the Duca's 
orders, which: were pofitive— that ſhe 
ſhould never quit the walls on any ac- 
count, and that the drawbridge was 


| conſtantly to = drawn ups ” This, be 
| | aſſured 


- 
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fared her, was the wholegf b her facher 's 
Oe to him. 


- 


Maddaleta, TFT OH Yak her trunks 
to be unpacked,, ſeated herſelf at the 
breakfaſt-table, determined, as ſoon a8 


the repaſt was concluded, to commence 
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ben fer, as Fee 


Hofer, * ere the had repoſed during | 


the night, and, untocking the portman- 
teau [ks e the manuſcript, 


found that it was addreſſed to the Con- 


teſſa Se and to the. following a 
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1 bave Spur, "Mathis; , e 


your requeſt. The enſuing pages will 


diſplay the hiſtory of the hapleſs Iſa- 
bella. The recital has recalled the moſt 


affliting ſenſations; yet, ſhbuld 3 it afford 


you the ſmalleſt ſatisfaRtion, my par 85 7 
will be alleviated.” wha and 


"> 1 . ” " 
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I am the youngeſt a of rd 


| Conte Gregorio Orazzi, of Naples. At 


an early period, I was placed, as a 
boarder, in one-of the convents of that 
city, where I received an education ſuit- 


able to my rank. At the age of four- 
teen, I poſſeſſed a diſpoſition alike cal- 


culated 


OS At. 8 m.ca oo. 
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culated for gaiety or Wolivade? Some- 
times 1 mingled” with the youthful 
boarders, and was à partner in their 
mirth ; at others, I ſought the ſociety of a 
the moſt melancholy of the fiſterhood. 
I was' alternately pleaſed with theſe op- 
polite ſenſations, and I became the ien 
6 each Wer of he convent. 

5 if torr eee 
© The Abbeſs vn every aye" 
lated for the ſituation ſhe held; and 
added to the virtuous qualifications of. 
the mind a figure tall and gracefully | 
formed. She poſſeſſed a, dignity of 
mien, that inſured reſpect from the 
world, and ng wa in the bnd. 
of the Sfechood. e 
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e « Soon WAY BETTY ny Ettervth 
year, I was conducted from this manſion 
of peace (for, ſuch I may juſtly ſtile it), 
to the caſtello di Leon, the conſtant res 
L091 F 5 ſidence 
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+ keafy trees, or: the buzzing; hum of the 
bornet:- beetle, I felt a vinlent de ection 
ſteal on me, which even the approaching 
interview with my ee did not tend 
(orallevidte;” : i Hofag I! If: wot 192: - 
40 Pts Fei ir el 0 bybb: 
| On my en e e 1 
was conducted intol 4 ſpacious apart - 
ment, where I found the Conte; and the 
Conteſſa, m) mother. Out mesting 
was affecting; tears of joy"coneſed down 
| their cheeks, as they alternately preſſed 
me te- heir boſotnsy::; This ſudden ex- 
| dlamation; nt length, ech the Contes 
5 lips? N j 22 3 055620 7 5! ol 7 * It 


1 3306:2419Þ 9110 on | b I > at. 1 


3 


{ 


- THE/ABDES5-\ 


{idence of my family -A arrived 

_ withio ſight of the embattled habitation 
of my. anceſtors, the ſhades of evening 
ole der che ſuttounding landſcape; 
and che ſtillneſs vas interrupted! only by 
the, fait hrece, ſighing among the 


238091 7.90 « Thou, 


Wl 


THE ABBBSS,” 


child ; all are now loft to 10 lave: wee 


alone. © WER 
* 7 - +% 
9 1 . _ * * \ s * 3 
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N. 1 on bim with a Joo; of 
ight/at my 


aſtoniſhment, and 1 og 
heart. The Conte, o'ercome by his 
afflicting ſebfations,- reſumed his ſeat, 
and ſobbed aloud. I fle to my mother, 
and, throwing. myſelf on her boſom, 
intteated her to explain the meaning of 
2 father's words; but ſhe was unable 
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moments, deſired that I Would make g 


further inquiries, but await. pgtientiy: till 


the morrow, when I ſhould learn the 


cauſe of their affliction. He endeavoured 
to aſſume, during the evening, an air of 


tranquillity ; 5 but his efforts proyed un- ; 


ſucceſsful ; and my mother's face was 
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46 Such was the painful reception I ex- 
perieneed on my / returning to my be- 
loved authors of my exiſtence. I retired. 
to my chamber at an early hour, when 
I paſſed a | conſiderable time in conjee- 
2 the en of . fa- 
ther hone Ne Hrs e 
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e ee of 3 
virtues of my parents; my infantine 
years had led me to imagine, that inte- 
grity of conduct inſured eternal happi- 


that even the vnetring ate ſuhject to at- 
liction, b er U b INE 0s 
ene bes . wicked. | | 
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3 wy 8 my: eldeſt Abs and my 
weber AN 1 foppoſe> abſent. of 
Naples 


theſsi—Ahb'! Madam, I have ſince learnt, 
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Naples (for neither of them was happy, 
| when ſeparated. from the gay ſcenes of 
life). They had ſeldom viſited me at the 
| convent ; I had conſequently never ex- 
perienced a ſiſtet s eee Mn | 
ous ate Ko Ne RE e 
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4 ieee had ae Huh bert car 
| lieſt infancy, an unhappy gloomineſs'of 
temper ; and her mind was moroſe, and 
ſtrongly tinctured with ſuperſtition. - In 
vain, had the joint efforts of my parents 
been exerted to root out theſe foteboding 
ſymptoms in her diſpoſition : their gen · 
tle admonitions were received with: ſulꝰ 
lenneſs, and, if my filter ſpoke, which 
was but ſeldom, her manner was con- 
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6 Aifonzo, whit «child, | Ae 
much diſſimulation, and always evinced vj 
the n love of | pleaſure, This . 
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paſſion bad ripened, wich his whore) into 
libertiniſm, and he purſued with avidity | 
the hows 8 wt me my n 
o lowardly I EY left my ; bis 
ther's conduct might have cauſed my 
| parents? ſorrow ; yet, was unwilling to 
credit” the ſuggeſtion ; and even taxed 
myſelf. with want of affeddion, in har- 
bouring ſuch” an idea. I ſpent the 
night, occupied with theſe unpleaſant 
thoughts, and deſcended, the following 
morning, anxious,” yet fearful, of learn- 
ing the truth. I filently partook of the 
repaſt, at the concluſion of which, my 
father broke ET," nd thus eee 


. 

«ec You know, my Ifabella, | in my 
bites" to you, "when an inmate! of the 
convent,” I have frequently exprefſed my 
Uiſapprobation of your ſiſter's conduct, 
os I who 
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who bas now irrevocably forfeited every 
claim to my affection, by uniting herſelf 
- contrary to my inclinations. _ Tis true, 
her huſband is of diſtinguiſhed birth, but 
his principles are the moſt odious. His 


ſtriking, perſon, and inſinuating manners 


won her affection, and ſhe. united herſelf 
to him, when on ber late viſit at Na- 


ples, without conſulting either mine or 
your mother's conſent. | eee, 


Ming, 0 Lie the, eyent by, this 
letter. vw? y 5x7 877 4 * 5 191 5 128 10 
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ſtep which I have taken, 1 was deter- 
mined not to ſubject myſelf to a refuſal. 
The nobleman to whom I am allied, 
"yi in every. reſpect wotthy to be your 
fon ;/ and 'forely, my Lord, I am now. 
of ſufficient yeats to judge for. myſelf. 
Should you and the Conteſſa, my mo- 
ther, be diſpoſed to receive my huſband 
as his merits deſerve,” we. will, on the 
meſſenget's return, immediately quit 
Naples, to throw ourſelves at your feet. 
But, if you do not intend to receive my 
huſband with cordiality, he ſpurns the 
idea of debafing himſelf, by further ſub- 
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„ As my Rather concluded this 0 
ing ep lite, che letter dropped from bis 
ba; aud His feelings, for a ſhort time, 
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ſtöpped ' all utterance; | At length, he 
n nn "_y and ur ne 
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« «Such, my Iubella; was thy filters 
conduct, which I anſwered; by c o m. hy 
ni2nding her abſence, on pain of re: [ 
 criving my eternal curſe; and, the fol- 
lowing day, deputed a perſon to pay the 
But, alas my Ifabella, I had another 
and, wert thou not preſent, to gonſale 
[thine unhappy father, he Would 'fGak 
under the pteſſure of bis misfortunes, - f 
The day of my daughter's marriage was 
to me 2 day of accumulated [horrors ; 
for, thy unfortunate brother fell. a vie- 
Soon ps aſſaſſim - | 
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Here, my father's ſenſations over- 
powered him l felt for the unmerited 
ſorrows of my honoured parent, and 
pulenteouſly bathed his hand 2 tears 
Feen Wanne a eie 
ee 1 023577 eee , 3 
£1 21 eee 7 name of my 1 
-ther's murderer; but, my father in- 
formed me, that all attempts to diſcover 
the perpetrator had as yet proved inef .- 
0 em but, that he had employed pro- 
per perſons to trace his ſon's companions 
"and purſuits, by which means he might 
be enabled to judge the quarter from 

: whence. the- blow proceeded; that, for 
the purpoſe of better information con- 
- tcerning Alfonzo's unhappy fate, he had 
directed that a Rranger, wounded in en- 
- deavouring to ſave his life, and now 
lying at the inn , where his ſervant called 

on his return, ſhould be conveyed to the 


Caſiello di Leon; 3 that, when recovered, 
he 
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he might, from His; auth, obtain 
deſcription of the aſſaſſins. In the men | 
time, as he knew not but that his ſon's 3 
treſpaſſes might have drawn this misfor- 


tune on his own head, he intended that 


his funeral ſhould be private; for this 


purpoſe, he iſſued the neceſſary orders; 
and, in two days, his domeſtics returned, 
bearing We of the wretched Al- 
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6s My facker's diſtreſs was to grout; 
that he was unable to behold the remains 
of his ſon, which were that evening de- 
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mediately on hearing of Alfonzo's death 
(of whom, notwithſtanding his looſe way 
* life, N was” TT fond) 
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poſited in the family vault, under the 
Atv 82 465 HO". 
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e My father, wits with this 
new calamity, was confined to his Tham- 
ber; and, though in a diſtreſſed ſtate of 
mind, and totally inexperienced, I was, by 
that means, compelled to be the direAreſs 
of the uffairs of the family, My time was 
_ "almoſt wholly occupied in dea 
Mauthe _ 1.4 

ory FORE) 1 vide aan 
of the wounded ſtranger, who had been 
neeged c. the eaſtello by the Cvnte's 
orders. I had, at first; *adrivired his 
courage, in ſuccouring my unhappy 
brothes, and, at each ſuceeeding yiſit, I 
deheld bim with increaſing admiration, 
My attentions to him, which Limagined 
ene * en, 1 1 
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more rich in nobleneſa of blood, thanzin * 
the gifts of fortune. Our faterviews © 
were 2s frequent as my parent's:deje&ed 
ho he en en : 
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uffaſſins. The information but added t 
his melancholy; for, by inquirzeb, he 
found that my brother had met bis fate 
from the avengiug hand f a: youth, - 
whoſe fiſter he had moſt baſely wile), - 
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blow to my utetched father from that 
moment, he yielded bhimſelf a prey to 
ſilent deſpair. The day would often 
elapſe, without a word eſcaping his lips. 
I wept;; I moiſtened his cheek with my 
rears, but they/tended- not ey bis 
heart, frozen by er EY 
Tn . ee eee Wein D 
1 Frederigo's — on wy account 
did. not eſcape me it greatlycretarded. 
his recovery. One evening, after ha- 
ving unboſomed to him my thoughts re- 
ſpecting the fituation of my: revered pa- 
rent, he afoſe, after my. quitting the 
chamber, and, dreſſing himſelf with the | 
_ utmoſt; difficulty, proceeded to the 
Cogte᷑ s ap tent. Judge, then, Ma- 
dam, N aſtoniſhment, at finding him 
there, in the act of conſoling my ſor- 
TOWING nt. cTbis proof of his ten- 
[derneſs quite oyerpow req mt. ol, gazed 
eee eee c 
eilen 8 2 4 perceived 
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perceived the ftroug workings/of my 
boſom a faint bluſh :fuffos'd-bis: pallid 
cheek, and he withdrew-his eyes from 
me, that they ere ee, e 
Faſlogss< ome eh anon ede 
ſhe: REA ier Bast sid A net 


© Frederig#s appearance; at the mo- 
meat of my entrance; I never ſhall for- 


get. He vas kneeling at my *father's 
$de— his bands elaſped one of the 
Conte's, and his'exprefiive counteifanes, 
rendered languid by the fiekteſs he had 
endured, was bent anxiouſly upon his. 
'Frederigo's eyes, "bathed with the ſpark- 
, ling 5 of cominiſeration, reſembled ea 
Naht meßebger, pitying the unk 
ings 0 a virtuous n 0 
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"threw myſelf befide ths and prellſed'wo 
my boſom that hand which * had beld 

io his * 8 out mutual endeavours, 
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he, Wann from Hea- 
Faeser which bee arte n. 
proceeded from his ſorrow-burthened 
ſoul. I felt his hand violently agitated— 
his eye became mare. ixed—PFrederigo 
caſt |z, momentary. glance on ms, then 
did his face —he knew too well the 

event, that. muſt Inevitably enſue—my 
father, then, in en Kante en 
nen e Soni” Is Th 


I © Yeo a am 'content—ane virtuous : 
"Aid — Dick my Iſabella — generous 
youth, protect * nenen i 
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« His breath grew ſhort—a cald dew - 


ied from, every pore, and nd father +1 
| funk broken-hearted i in our. arms 04d - 
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—My * grows full of death: 

Murder is playing her great re ; 

And the ſad ſiſters ſweat, ſo faſt I urge them: | 

Oh! how I hug myſelf for this revenge : 

My fancy's great in miſchief : for, methinks, 

The night grows darker; and the lab'ring ghoſts, 

For fear left I ſhould find new torments out, 

Run, o'er the old with moſt prodigious ſwift- 
neſs : e 

I ſee the fatal fruit betwixt the teeth; . 

The fieve brim-full, and the ſwift ſtone ſtand ſtill. 
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THE Chute Marcello Porta A 


to the hotel of his friend Viviani, whom 


he fortunately found at hom. 
» S's , 66 My 
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„My dear friend,“ ſaid he, at en- 


teriog into his chamber, * I have much 
to communicate. to you, opus ren 
4 FRE your Kin IT] 247 n 


40 wen, Ober I rejoice be- my 
beten. is now put to the proof, re- 


plied Viviani. Lou ſolely relied on 


me promiſed that your confidence 
ſhould not be abuſed I am; thetefote, 
in honour,” as in inclination, bound to 
_ eee 10.90 932104 


. 74 s 74 4 4 


gr & +» & a 
Henson 7,7 12 it 2 2005 


ee. wi, now ber . | 
 faid the Conte. an mot Nn 001. 
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He then explained, as he had before 


done to the Duca, his unfortunate inter- 

vie with Maddalena, in the Convent of 
Santa Maria, carefully concealing (as by 
oath bound) every direumſtanee that 
might .criminate the Madre Bracciano. 


tern | . He 
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He then related bis ſubſequent meeting 
with the Duca Bertoeci, repeating the 
Waun ternedeſeenen aber bad lbs be- 
haves 13208 SH a: Pal. þ 19 59 


184 e, bee for' "FE 
- moment; doubt your veracity. I. there- 
fore, give implicit: credence to your nar- 
ration: but what is this curſed yow, in 

which you have thos heedleſsiy involved 
Jourſelf? Tour filence, concerning the 
method of your gaining admittance into 
the Convent, condemn yourſelf and the 
innocent Maddalena Rota. '' Phe Abbeſs, 
too, may juſtly carry her threats into 
dreadtul execution; for, you have ap- 
Parentiy violated the holy ſanctuary of 
_ chaſte virgins, and, by profane compa- 

'riſon,” inſulted (their heavenly patroneſs* 
name. Even temporal juſtice! dooms 
vou how much more, then, will the 
n eee its zigour, to pu- 
e | viſh 
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niſh this nen of religious and 
moral duty. Indeed, Conte, I myſelf 
tremble for your perſonal ſafety.—Can 
you, by no means, procure ubſolution 
from your raſh oath ? - Are you ſo irte- 


vocably bound, that no means are left 
to extricate yourſelf from the impending 


danger ?. Conſider, Conte, a guiltleſs 
-ereature is/ involved in a ſimilat predi- 
cament with yourſalf. Remember alſo, 
that being is far dearer to 700 than your 
| n exiſtence,'* e vity rel. e 6211 tary 
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24644 have fully weighed: a ahefe ein- 
euinſtances,”! veplied che Conte, haſtilyi; 
and, nptwithſtanding: I um competted 
to temain ſilent, can I act diſhonnur- 
Aly? No, Viwiani, aver ſhall Mat- 


cello Porta - Jiſprace the name of his 
noble progenitors." I beſoech you, chero- 
fore, to queſtion me no further on this 


Point. Goa me e mn # 


By; Wy 
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the aha I muſt purſue ;, inſtruct * 
how I ſhall.diſcover the route by which 
my adored Maddalena has been conveyed 
from Florence for, then, I will liſten 
to your words—T will ſay it is my ſriend 
that ſpeaks, re reanimates n me with 
| rate wer enn | 
— e to me, © Coded ſaid Viviani: | 
jn this point; I think, you cannot fail of 
ſucceſs. It ĩs moſt ptobable, that thoſe 
perſons who, by the Duca's orders, con- 
veyed his daughter hence, will ſpeedily 
return, to give him intelligence of her 
fafe arrival at the deſtined ſpot. Do, 
therefore, place] a domeſtic acquainted 
with the perſons of the. Duca's houſe- 
hold, at each gate of the city; bid them 
narrowly watch every traveller and every 
carriage entering Florence. If they are 
ſo fortunate as to trace one of them to 
the Duca g ay you may, at leaſt, 
r 8 7 - Judge 
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judge of the road ſhe muſt have | taken; 


and, by judicious enquiry, gain a RO 
OT of her At ape reſidence,” "70 


* * 
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„ e comets is right, Viviani; 


and J ſincerely thank you. I will this 
moment put the plan into execution: 
\ ſhould it ſucceed, I will immediately 


ſet out, accompanied by Gerardo, to the 
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„ Excuſe me, Conte,“ exclaimed 


Viviani, paſſionately; “ 7 muſt alſo be a 
partaker in this expedition. Do you 
think me ſuch a lukewarm friend, as 
not to brave” all e for your ſer- 


vice? een Net rr 
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. You are over billy: 'Viviani, ; you 


will more effentially ſerve me by remain- 
ing in Florence, to keep a watchful eye 
over the dark * of the Madre 
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Brocciano; chen by making youre « 
uh ee 


| A fow e refle&ion Sivan 
Vivieoi of the pruderice of this meaſure, 
and the Conte ſoon bad adieu to his 


% If I return not this night, you may 
conclude our ſcheme has proved ſucceſs- 
ful, and that I have deparied Florence, 
in r of Ki WY 


. & + 
w . 


The bun was FE at his . 
by inſtantly ' diſperſed his ſervants as 
agreed, who joyfully obeyed their Lord's 
commands. The gentleneſs of his cha- 


to die in the lawful ſervice of ſo good a 

dare He then bade Gerardo prepare 

pine > and, 
? 


- * - . 4 
a os K co £iu- . 


racter had ſo much endeared bim to 
. - them, that not one would have ſcrupled 
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1 pettering bis travelling dreſ and 
arms, deſired he would alſo hold himſelf 
in readineſs to n the Hhorteſt no- 
tice. iin aum en 1960 ac a 


. 


| f * 
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The weary - alas widow 


the wiſhed intelligence. Towards even- 
ing, the anxious Conte threw himſelf. on 
à couch: his agitated mind, at length, 
yielded to the impulſe of ſleep; but ijt 
was a diſturbed and broken ſlumber, 


that nnen nen 


* — 015 roſe) eee ae 
ug of ſueceſa. He, continued in this 
ſtate of incertitude till a late haut, When, 

being on the point of viſiting bis friend 
Viviani, one of his domeſtics brought 
intelligence that he bad traced five 


horſemen, whoſe jaded fieeds with difis 


culty ſuppotted their riders to the Ber- 
a; | tocei 


 THE"ABBESS: 


| n palace. The overjoyed: Conde Was. 
Inſtantly mounted, and accompanied by. 
his truſty "Gerardo; well armed, was: 


ſoon out of Florence, and well advanced 


upon the road, by which the Duca's 
a CG" * e 1 x ot 20's 
wi $6 Floral N 
1 ene W 50 ronte, 9 
interruption, ſor ſome time; when, ſud- 
denly, they were arreſted in their courſe 
by two roads, branching off in contrary 
directions. The Conte looked | around, 
but ſaw no habitation, where he might 
gain intelligence, which track Madda- 
lena had taken. His impatience; not 
brooking delay, he puſhed forward: to 
the right it was fortunately that which 
ane + Gai caſtelioc; {2 16 nts 
775 . 2 2:4 15 245 irt 7 
5 The debe e and e 
bleak; bur the Conte felt not its in- 


fluence; for, love's bright flame glowed 
13391 . p s in 
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in his raptur'd breaſt- Not ſo Gerardo 


he was not like his maſter, but felt its 
piercing influence: wrapping his cloak 
around him, he truſted more to its 
hyde; en than to ahora | 


aid. . 8.10 5 10465 3 rd 
1 - i. 


Me Ferne 


an Thoſe ado gon; Far 1 


Nights fabte robe - that pale orb, that 
lends its partial light, to guide the weary 


traveller, was now inviſible — {till the 


Conte ptoceeded till his horſe; who 


bad deviated a little from the road, 


meeting ſome unſeen obſtacle, tumbled, 
and threw him trith violence to the 
ground. Gerardo, who was e 977 


mee n 


A 


W924 en enn | 


He led 8 ad! 15 
-veeded to the ſpot here the Conte lay 


hin n. 


extended. He found his maſter had 
Nr 
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He aſſiſted bim to riſe, ind; native 


_  Kanding his ſervant's intreaties to the 


contrary, was bent on immediately re- 
mounting his horſe. Supporting him- 
Jelf on Gerardo's , arm, be approached 
the animal; but, as he attempted to 
raiſe his foot into the ſtirrup, he expe- 
rienced ſuch an acute pain in his ſide, 
that be was compelled-to ex te 
We N b eee net all e 


. *, LE? 
a. « 
_ 3 


| Then moon, at er, inftant, teflected Aa 
friendly gleam, and Gerardo perceived, a 
venerable ruin at no great diſtance, . He 
 Faſiened. immediately. the; horſes: to a 

neighbouring tree; then, } ſupporting 
his maſter they ſlowly moved forward 
towards the ſpot, Having paſſed the 
grand entrance of this: decayed building, 
they found the mouldering pile caps- 

"we of ic them ſhelter till the 
| ene * n his 
77 2 maſter 
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maſter on 4 ſtone,” took from his pocket 
a ſtrong cordial, which he had the pre? 
caution to travel with, in caſe of acci- 
dent, and pteſented it to the Conte, 

who, dtinking ſome of the liquor, bn 

Gerardo's recommendation, found him- 
ſelf much relieved. His truſty ſervant” 
with joy perceiving the alteration, haſ- 
tily unbuttoned his maſter's veſt, and, 
rubbing the fide affected with the ſalts 
Squid, the 187 1 diminiſhed, 5 


2 6405 


— 


The moon, e to lend her 
light through the Gothic cavities of 
once rich-emblazoned windows, now by 
ruthleſs and unſpating time deſtroyed, 
| the Conte was enabled to form a pro- 

| bable conjecture reſpecting the eh of 
the building. It appeared to be the re- 
mains of ſome houſe of piety, which 
the religious poſſeſfors "Wight" haye 
quitced for à better fte. 
wh G2 The 


an 
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Ihe Conte found. himſelf behind one 
| of ine pillars, that ſupported. the roof, 
near its once-ſeeming ſplendid . choir, 
| While Gerardo was; anxiouſly waiting at 
his fide, fuddeoly. they beard a noiſe, 
"They lillened; and the ſound of ap- 
buen foot teps met. their ears. The- 

unthinking Gerardo, Who conſidered 
: only his maſter's fityation, was for ihe 
ſtantly quitting, the ſpot to demand aſ- 
 fiſtance, ; but the more eautious Conte 
checke his ner. ; 


26 What, if a” lanich bandit ſhould 

frequent” this ſpot! and 1 cannot ke 

hy honeſt men ſbould ſeek refuge, at 
this lonely hour, in this dreary. c 
|] Wee ibe Conte. 8 


"his was {ulficient, to dev Gerardo. 
The footſteps, at length, moved Nowly 


along he oppoſite aiſle now, words 
nere 


. £ i 
A . 


/ 


were ai: and, us man 
gers advanced, a voice exclaimed: 22 
«bi | $13 ta dirt 7 
& It muſt be near the hour; we e are” 
ſure. of ſyeceſs ; ; one ſeryant alone de. 
companies him in his journey. Fou 
muſt ſeeure 12 and 4 leave the walter 
ls Ty. wy” Fas is. : 1 ci 


4 SEV! 


The Carta looked ben behind the © 
bung and obſerved three men, ove, of ' 
whom, carried a dim light, which he en: 
degvaured to conceal. They eantinued 

diſcourſing, till they arriyed at the grand 
gateway (by which Gerardo and himſelf 

had entered), 5 which they. r 8 | 
| er paſſed. e e u (at 


1 


6 Whom can the ne 2 15 
Gen adgreffing, his maſter in in. ah 
voice. © By Saint Geronimo! a . 
e ſhall , 


. 
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mall fight bord, ere ops injure you, my 
dear 0 


The Conte remained filent, not doubt- 
ing but that his motions bad been 
traced by the emiſfaries of the Madre 
Bracciado, and that they were now com- 
miffioned” for” his aſſaff nation. A con- 
fiderable time elapſed, without any thing 
further heard. Gerardo was for quit- 
ting the tains: and riKing horte;' to fly 
the impending” danger ; but the Conte 
faw the impoſſibility of putting this plan 
into execution ; © For,“ ſald he, If it 
is my life they ſeek, we cannot eſcape 
them; they are now in waiting in the 
road, and would undoubtedly furprize 
us: it is, therefote, more expedient, 
that we remain in our preſent fityation | 
till the morning, when we may ſee the 
wee of o our n | 


or a * 
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In a ſhort time, the ſound of foot - 
ſteps were again heard, and the Conte, 
from behind the pillar, ſaw one of 
the men re-enter, bearing the lamp, 
preceded by a perſon, whoſe age was 
4urned. from the N is 7x61. 98! 

__ Where would you Fw me je” ex 
dainzcd the unfortunate priſoner. * Is 
your intention murder? Vet, ſhall it 
not eſcape detection. Know you not my 

tank? and that the Grand Duke will. 
aſſuredly ſeek, and puniſh, with Wo 
citing en wy baſe — $99; 

M130 of þ. 1 
14 Too well am I acqueigted with Tr 1 
exclaimed the other; nor would I fore 
go this opportunity of revenge for the 
anne ich 1 %%% 


* p + * 


They pfoceeded hoes the thin: REY 
| as they retired by- the oppoſite ſide of: 
70 . 7 G "Me the 
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the choir, the bound of * 16 receding 


liefe grew fainter. Fe en IM 428 


. Come, Gerardo,” 3 ths 
Gonte;: riſing from bis ſeat 4 we will; 


follow this midnight murdeper, and; 


fruſtrate his ache oy. 


Op B r Sekt 7 ws, © A; N i Ly, * 


75 Gerardo drew his 6 and PTE | 


the Cote, who had already vnſheath d 


his rapier. They cautiouſly followed: 
the -ſtranger's ſteps, Who; at the extres! 


_ mity--of the choir; deſcended a narrow: 


ſtair-caſo. This led to a long paſſage, 
whither the Conte and Gerardo followed. . 
It rert6inated in a. large vaulted cham- 


ber, and, from the faint night gleaming? 
from the villaia's hamp, the Conte pets! 
ceived that this had once heen a recep- 


tacle for the dead, as piles of human, 


bones were beaped on either ſide. At 


155 further end of this vaukt, the mur 


4 e 7 derer 


„un Anf. 12 7 


derer ſtopped, and, having unbolted 4 
ſmall door, bad the traveller enter. The 


Conte advanced; and, the door being 


partly open, diſoovered a ſpacious apart · 
ment, enteted by à deſeent of three 8 
ſteps, at the bottom of which the Yi '- 
lain, who was maſked, had niade a halt, 
the Conte and Gerardo fill Aru 75 
r 


% 
\ | 3 0 ? 1 
15 „ 4 4 4 * * 
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46) MPS weste fas he vin 0. | 
41 babe! you fecute,” - 


, 1 $ „ pe R 
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-He chen placed the lp Uh the 5 
pavetnent;” the light of which, wr» 72 


upon The face of the. traveller, whoſe *- 
hands, he how perceived, were faſteued 
with cords, and whoſe lineaments, be 
remarked, with aſtotiſnment, wete thoſe * 


of the Duca Hertocci. He was about td 
ral fotifarts; When it irrefiſfible"Tat- = 
op 8 5; _ pulle*® 


- 
* 
. 5 


. * 
: Ss. 
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pulſe of learning the motive of hls pre. 
W CS: crime withheld bing.- . 


| go” « You ink ORE ae 1 "Y a 
y maſked. robber, who has thus ſeized 
you, in the hope of obtaining a rich 
c ny 5 but : will oddporive TR” pl 

At this moment, hs ae "HA his 
cloak, and, unmaſking, diſplayed the 
figure of a very elegant youth, of noble 
and commanding mien. On viewing | his 

. countenance, the Duca ſtarted, as though 

ſome extraordinary ſpectacle bad ſtruck 
bis ſight, and he appeared, for a time, 
loſt in amazement. The Conte was 
equally, aſtoniſhed ; for, in the aſſaſſin, 
be beheld features, Which, though 
clouded, with revenge, were expreſſive 
| of every. noble virtue, The Duca. con- 
tinued to exhibit marks of horror, pity, 
and 


ft o 


wo 


> 
, 


* 


and atoniſhrent 511and. abe ex- 
an Ge oft 2787. nam Bert 


AN „ Wha is it I behold 4b. 


K. Mon fignor, you are a 3 to 
my perſon; it is Wa that nerves 20 
am to deal the blow.“ 


* 


„ What l' e 


2 die? And is it your hand that mul 


direct the "ge ſteel?” 


0 ves, Duca,” ö eien the youths 


e a poniard from his, girdle, <* ; 


have vowed eternal hatred to you 
bouſe: tis I that muſt e my in· 
Aera father,” 41G 

I 60 Thy father ye nd Tikes. 
4 I-know, him not, or where you . 
thus earneſtly ſeek. my life. 
#31 G4 Thad « Though 
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-4 Thoigh'tht deprovity. of: your oon 
duct may have ſlept within your boſom; 


yet my father's revenge has long ſought- 
| this Soma Fin: 16.4% BD 


03; For eden of ee e e 
the Dues, plunge not 4% dagget in 
my breaſt—T'll willingly bare it to ſome 
other's ſtroke, and ſave thee from the 
horrid: deed; Which will for ever haunt 
Wanne. KLE 2.054. 2 M1242 

n tende D 

60 My eee, would e incom- 

plete,” * feplied 'the hich therefore 


i 
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. Hold yet a moment,” Faid the Did 
ea; “ render up my life but yet, 
while I behold thy countenance—in ſpite 
of this my dreadful firuation—f feel a 
yearning in my boſotii—that prepoſſeſſes 
. me involuntarily in thy favour.” RR 
BRUGES! 04) The 
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The youth approached; with the'uplifr- © | 
ed poniard, heedleſs-of bis Tupplicatibns, . 
when the Does, whoſthit had; til that 

moment, partly covered his face, drop! 


ping en his knee, the Motion vauſed it 
to fall to the gtound. The Conte way 
roſhing forward to ptevent the blow, 
but was prevented by his eloak entan- 


gling with the bolt of the door. The 
youth rivetted his eyes on the Duca's 
countenahce—the dagger fell from his 
graſp, and he remained {pecchlefs and 


immoveable— then, violently” elaſping 


his hands, as actuated by ſome ſudden 
impulfe, he fixed on the till heefiog 
Duca a look of ine xpreffble anguih, 
and, turning haſtily from bim, flew like 

Aghraing to a remote corfer of - the 


chamber, "ne rem den Gn ney 


4 TESTES «710 3 21 940 | 


1 ni uns by this tete, ite f 
* ane nen 15 
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cated hitnſelf, immediately purſued the 
aſſaſſin, 'whilſt his domeſtic was buſily 
employed in looſening the  cords--that 
bound the Duca's arms. When at li- 
beny, he defired to know! to whom he 
was indebted for this friendly interfe- 
rence. On learning from. Gerardo that 
he was a domeſtic of the Conte Mar- 
| 10 a rs the Dorn nd. 


i 


46 And MY; is it that now, cg" 
the baſe ee, my Re * conti- 
nes. W ad mY 


w + 4 - 


| « Tei is, wy. Lord, the Conte datt 4 
replied Gerardo. F e 


; Tie Tis was ; aſtoniſhed at this in- 

end yet, notwithſtanding. the 
youth whom the Conte purſued had 
ſought his life, yet he felt an intereſt in 


ow fate, for which he could by no means 
account, 
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Conte might. not prevent his eſcape. 
Directing Gerardo to return, and 
guard the main entrance of the building, 
be endeavoured to purſue ibe wack 
wank the Conte had taken. 


9 


"The Olin! inns bene the 


fugitive with all the ſwiftneſs he was 
maſter of; but his bruiſed fide gave him 
fo much increafed pain, as to compel 
him to flacken his pace; by which 
means, the youth eſcaped him, The 


Duca, when he attempted to follow the 
Conte, had ſtruck into a different paſs 


fage, which, leading without the build- 
ing, gave him an opportunity of ſeeing 
the youth mounted, and flying at full 
ſpeed.— The Duca, whoſe” horſes had 
been left by his affailants with that of 
the young man, purpoſely concealed be- 
blu: ind 
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the laddle in —_— him. 1040 


The Conte had . 5 
the vault where the ſcene had been 
tranſacted, and was aſtoniſhed at finding 
it deſerted; though. till. racked with 
pain, he aſcended the ſteps, and, by the 
aid of frequent pauſes, at length, reached 
the grand portal, where he found the 
dauntleſs ru firm. at his paſt, from 


Nw want Scarce had Gerardo Peng : 
bis recital, When the Conte, quite over-. 
come by his late exertion, and the in- 
ceeaſing anguiſh, . which, be epdured, 
fainted away, in; the arms of bis at- 
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Ceundo now again: had. nos is 
the cotdial, which had the deſited effect, 


of recovering the ſwooning Conte, who 


Riad ah aiued by, wi quickly in . 
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would fain have diſpatched his domeſtic. 

in purſuit of the Duca; but he intteated 

the Conte, with ſuch preſſing importu- 

nities, to attend to his preſent ſituation, 

which diſabled him from affording the 

Puea any ee thet 11 at nee 

neldel. * «ht; 

* 4 3. 
. . the. a 

which, now that it was day-break, he 

readily, found; and, leading them to- 

wards his maſter, aſſiſted him to mount. 

They then regained the road, ftem 

vhich they had ſtrayed but a ſmall·diſ . 

ace the preceding aighty and lowly: 

purſued qheis-Journepi.). ol mi oe: to 


vii} 21 K 19997 een 21434546 enn 

The morning was ſerene; and now 
the glorious luminary, burſting from 
the Eaſt, atrayed in all its ſpletdid ma- 
jeſty, added freſh luſtre te ſmiling Na- 
n variogated countenance.” Te 
| | harmleſs. 
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harmleſs. feathered race warbled their 
cheerful matin ſong. The Conte gazed 
unmoved upon tbis ſublime ſcene,” His 
ear was not enchanted with. the me- 
lody of the. woodland cheir, his mind 
being toxtured- with unpleaſiog ideas of 
the fate of his loved Maddalena, and the 
' Duca's preſent fituation, His body was 
m a e to the maſts acute _ 


1 


Sens 


e ee fr Sg une be 


| with difficulty bore the motion of the 
horſe ; but the faithful Gerardo, 'who 
kept an attentive eye upon his maſter, 
obſerving how unſteadily he ſupported 
himſelf in the ſaddle, rode up juſt in 
time to prevent his falling o the 
N n . 
47; 

1 this wander, pr ik Aa, for 
upwards of an hour, when Gerardo, to 


his ĩnexpreſſible Joy, perceived an inn at 
* ? e 7 | V no 
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no great diſtance.” He inſtantly com- 
municated the intelligence to his maſter, 


and uſed every means in his power to 
cheer him; bur his honeſt endeavours, 
were ineffectual: the Conte was ſenſes 


leſs ; his languid eyes were cloſed; and 
be reclined his head on Gerardo's. ſhoul- 
J» ͤ ˙ - ˙ Tet 


. * 7 P . 10 
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They, at length, with extreme dif- 


geulty, reached the wiſhed-for manſion. 
Gerardo, ſummoning its ' maſter, by 
their joint efforts, they diſmounted the 
Conte, and ſupported: him carefully into 


a chamber, where they n na | 
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Lin bed 
9 


e gelt . was for. 4 
Cans but the innkeeper: acquainted 
him, that no one reſided nearer than 
twelve miles. Having ordered what he 
ne would contribute to his maſs 

ter's 
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rer's recovery, and aſſuted the man char 
bis noble Lord would amply reward him 


for any trouble he might be at, on 


che preſent occaſion, he received a 


particular ditection to find the ſurgeon, 
and mounting a (freſh -horſe, ſet off at 


full ſpeed to - procure the deſired afſiſt- 
ance. He returned about noon, having 
ame ſucceeded: in his W eh | 


'- #3 155 9A is 1 121 R 


- By the 1 of: to: 3 nds the- 
N doſe attendance of his faithful domeſtic, 


the Conte was ſhortly. reſtored to a a 
of enn neee ber ie 
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: His firſt inquiry, of the maſter of the 
 hbuſe related to the road which he had 
travelled. From him he learnt many 


Partieulars; among the reſt, that he 
Duca Bertocei bad 4 eaſtello at ſome 


diſtance; which had for many yeurs been 
almoſt uninhabited, © The innkeeper 


* | further 
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Farther informed him (ier be, yas er- 
ecedingly, communicative, the Conte, 
by his, liberality, having. entirely ingra- 
tiated himſelf), that ſome of the Duca's 
domeſtics, attending a carriage, had, 4a 
ſhort time back, called on him for re - 
freſhment, in their way to the caſbella, 
as he learnt from, one of. them, Wb 
had been bis fellow · ſervant in the Ber- 


tocci palace, and that the Duca, whom he 
knew perſonally, bad paſſad, the An . 
ſore for Florence. „ö essere 


* 
41 * 


ili 1 — „ 
From theſe concurring eireumſtances, 


the Conte became convinced, that the 


vehicle could have contained no other 
than his injured Roſa. That her father 


muſt have been travelling to the caſtello, | 
when he was ſo baſely ſeized, and threat- 
ened with aſſaſſination. He doubted 


not, but that, after his eſcapo from that 
attempt, he bad continued his journey, 
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and having folly queſtioned Maddalena, 
<oncerning every occurrence which had 
happened 1 in the Convent of Santa Ma- 
| Tia, was now returned to the Bertocci pa- 
Jace; Full of this idea, the Conte, not- 
vichitaraing the Surgeon's remonſtrances 
to the contrary, determined inſtantly to 
recommence his journey. Having mu- 
vifſcentiy rewarded the cares and atten - 
tion of the Surgeon, and his loquacious 
hoſt, he, once more, took the road, 
and proceeded towards the Catelto di 
Valdarno. 
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B follia, Te naſtondete e 


Fidi amanti, il voſtro foco: 5-2 2A 
; A ſcoprir quel che tacete 
Du pallor baſta improvviſo, aA” 
6 Vn roffor che accenda il viſo,,'' 


Un ſguardo, ed un ſoſp ir. 
ws E fe bad cod poco | . 
1271 * „ 336 
A ſeo ö pfte quel che & (ace, | 17 
nes 
Frerche perder Ia ſaa pace, © „ 
Con afcondere il martir een: er 
Vo" 41 bee e ng; Marrs 
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What 1 bead pute than a heart mae 
tainted? 
Thrice is he armed, who has his quarrel j TN 
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And he but neked; though locked up in fied, 

Rn A come... 
SHAKESPEARE, ; 

* nns TE 

7 No veil 


She needed, | Yintme-proof 3 no thought infirm 
Alter'd her cheek, 


2 Mix rox. 
| I * . * 1 
«dl | | |; 4 8. * - i? 
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r eimer een ne * 
THE following morning, Maddalena, 
finding her ſpirits more compoſed, was 
on the point of continuing Gizcinta' $ 
fad relation, when, "the door. of her 


apartment opened, 124 . Du him- 
ſelf entered, 10% l. FBI 


A enz Was an unaccuſtomed ait 


f ebe Aden, fall vpn her 


bak He 
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to his ſeveral interrogatories were clear, 


and corroborated. thoſe before given by 
the Conte Maxgello. Shep ia the ſteongeſt 


terms, proteſted her innocence, and. de- 
ſeribed, as {he had before done to the 
Madre Bräcciano, the iaviolable and 
tender friondſnip that had ſubſiſted he · 


tween herſelf and the deceaſed, nun Ma- 


rietta. She painted, in lively colours, 
the painful emotions of her. boſom, 
when death ſevered them for erer. She 
told the Duca that Marietta being pl re- 
ſent in her ſleep, her ſenſes molt baye 
yielded to the powerful delufto jon; "for, 
on awaking, the found herſeif with ihe 


„Conte, in the very chamber where the 
lifeleſs form of her Mäfſetta had bell 


expoſed previous to ber interment. 
* ; 


Vol. II. H FA "I The 


nn end ber-neern- 
ing every circumſtance attendant on her 
interview with: the Conte. Her aaſwers 


iy 
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he Docs left an attenti de · eur to this 
P recital, His features relaxed; for, ſuch 
an air of truth accompanied her artlefs 
tale, as almoſt compelled bim to credit 
her narration, though ſtrongly pre. 
poſſeſſed againſt her by the wily Monk 
Ubaldo. Yet, | wherefore;” ' ſaid he, 
er ſhould the Madre Vittoria practiſe ſuch 
dvplicity. ' The general tenor of her 
conduct coincides not with a ws eue 
nnn 53-95; bun itz hen i399 » 1 


0. 7 
— 11 | STALE SER TR Po 199 
\ - 7357 234 944 A La. 4 
f . 


oy 8 
4 2 


„l 


"The Duca, was perplexed; he well 
remembered the mention of A facred 
vow, 'by which the Conte. was bound to 
filence—all appeared: a myſtery, Some- 
times, he was inclined to believe. his 
daughter $ n and the truth of 
— che Conte $ recital. 
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1 He remained. fome days at the caſtello; 


during which time he committed to 


His; behaviour, during his ſtay, was as 
affectionate as it had been, even be 
this unfortunate occurrence. 


* . * "© i 
— 0 q : „ * © 8 | BEES LE. # _ 


1 


F ph his departure, he expatiated on 


the delicacy of her deceaſed mother's 
conduct —he dwelt on the virtues of her 


mind —he painted Truth in its moſt be, 
witching colours, contraſting i it with the 


villainous garbof deception, and then con- 


jured her, if, through fear, ſhe had been 
impelled to conceal the minuteſt circum- 
ſtance, that ſhe would then reveal it. 
But Maddalena again averred the rec - 
titude of her conduct, ſolemnly pro- 
teſting that ſhe had fully related every 
circumſtance. The Duca, embracing 
her, while mutual tears bedewed their 
cheeks; quitted the caſtello at an early 


H 2 hour, 


writing the information of his daughter. 
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hour, having firſt: aſſured her, that, if 
ſhe proved guiltleſs, which he doubted 
not, ſhe ſhould again revifit Florenee, 
and bored derer to dis heart W 
ever. e e b 5 48 $860 


During the remainder of the day, 
Maddalena indulged” derfeff in the fond 
hope of ſoon rejoibing her parent, te 
Mare his much loved ſtile 3 and, in che 
evening; taking p "Giaclnta's Rory, 
read as ills: r 
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DONNA 18 ABELLA'S NARRATIVE, 


| * My ſtrength 2 be 1 
viglenge of my. affliction, and:fagk ſenſe- 


leſs on the floor, nor was ſor ſome ow 


dada of: ny e, 


id 82 — 3 9009 143 69 


'y A Oakes from. this tiance, 1 


found myſelf yndrefike, and in bed, my 
faithful ſervant watching me with anxious 
care. I had no recollection of the event 


| enquired the cauſe of ber tear 1 
aſked after my departed patent, and the 
firuation, of Frederigo—but 1 was. any 
fwered only by her ſobs. I, at length, 
- a confuſed idea of what had hap+ 
" 3 pened, 


Chiah had reduced we. to this Gate— 


x50 unt ABEs. 


pened, and roſe from my bed with an 
aſſumed air of compoſure. Having 
ſummoned my father's ſte ward, 1 too 
fully became convinced of my forlorn 
ſituat ion. From him 1 learnt, that my 
father had, a few days previous to his 
deceaſe, deſtroyed his former will, ma- 
king me ſole inheritrix of his property. 
The knowledge of - this eircumſtance af- 
forded me not the ſmalleſt gratification— 
I was bereaved of the loved authors of 
my exiſtence -I had for ever loſt a bro- 
ther, who ſhould have ſympathized with 
me, and' a: ſiſter, who ing page min- 
eng een mine. 2291095 12171 


32 J we 13 Nea f 75 (3.32 * 1 A By... 9 


. In this _—_ ddl allidea'of 
Frederigo had vaniſhed, till I was rouſed 
to a recolle&ion of bim by a 'billet, 
which à domeſtic of mine delivered to 
me. Therein he condoled with me on 
the 7e wann the Conte: In 
0 4 if the 
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the moſt ſoothing terms, he doubly-re# 

gretted my father's loſs; firſt, as I was 
beteaved of- an affectionate Parent, and, 
ſecondly, becauſe delicacy urged. his 
immediate departure from the caſtello 
di Leon. He intreated me to fortify my 
mind againſt the accumulated misfor- 
tunes I had ſuſtained; and concluded, 
with heaping a thouſand bleffings on my 
head, which were penned in a manner 


eee e | 
TT | 1 
Ke tt 15 1 5 ü ff 


I 46:4! infuntly Hiatt is * 
ſtate of health, and would fain have 
fent to intreat that he would delay his 
journey; but modeſty forbad the ſtep; 


fectual, as he departed from the caſ- 
tello ſome hours before his letter was de- 
livered into my hands. I, ſhortly after, 
attended my father's. remains, and ſaw 
E 3 H 4 them 


which would indeed have proved inef- 
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them depoſited iu that ſepulchre, which © 
bad incloſed within ſo ſhert a time my 
e e en my eee 


s 
9 «ia Fe oglananey af. my aMiQion 
mellowed into a ſilent melancholy, 1 
found the ſotm of Fiedgrigojrerum more 
Jarcibly to my fancy. I lowed; to fre- 
quent the qhamber in lich he had re. 
bded. L continually brought his ite ts 
ing perſon to my remembtasce, when 
in the pitying act of ſoothing my beart- 
broken, pafem. A..thoyland,; times. I 
bluſhed at my weakneſs ;- but the yecols 
lection of his tender letter, and the de- 
licacy of his conduct in quitting, me, 
obliterated , my. former thoughts, and I 
found, notwithſtanding: my endeavourrs 
to quench the flame, that lov had Halen 
ſanctuary in my boſo m. 


by HATH 
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+ 'Several weeks ejapſe8, during which 
time I gave orders ſer dhe arrangemeni 


of the family affairs. I had, one evening, 
wandered, with my favourite female at- 
tendant; to ſome diſtance from the caſ- 


tello, when one of the male domeſties 
brought me a packet. I thought the 


breaking the ſcal, found a letter from 


the loved Frederigo. My hand uncon+ 


ſciouſly trembled m/ heart palpitated 
with redoubled violence, and I felt the 
warm glow that tinged my cheek. I 
peruſed the lines with avidity : : they 
contained an avowal of his paffivn' for 


me, and deſcribed, in bvely colours, 


the 'pangs which had torn his breaſt, 
fince his departure from the caſtelſo; he 
pr man's forgiveneſs for this preſump® 


yet hoped, that the ardeney of his 
prod would plead his excuſe; -an@ 


9 by intreating an anſwer by 


Hs the 


fuperfeription wus familiar to me; and, 
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the meſſenger, to — vun the 
ee ene 
71 ram, 
ings of my hreaſt. To love an amiable 
object was not derogatory— Why, then, 
refuſe his modeſt. petition? I haſtened 
back to the caſtello, and penned an an- 
ſwer, which I. deemed conſiſtent with 
prudence, and with which l immediately 
diſpatched the meſſenger. 


From this period, our correſpondence 
became frequent, and, from our mutual 
interggurſe, he, at length, became _ ac- 
quainted with the real ſtate of my heart. 
Our epiſtles ſoon teemed with inter- 
changed vos of affection. He informed 
me, that he ſhould, at a fit opportunity, 
break the ſubject to his parents, and in- 
treat their conſent to his alliance. 


Nn 1 > *L.& . 
* x +> » e 2 * 


ng At this period rio „I received a moſt 
 havghty epiſtle from my ſiſter Hortenza, 


be | careful * careful that every account Was pre · 
pared; ready for theiviipeation, © 


N 2 


wth was bſtoriſhed at 10 acithptitative 
tone of my ſiſter, and heſitated as to the 
ſteps that were incumbent” on me to pur- 
ſue. The ſtate of my mind, ſince my 
father's deceaſe, had been ſuch, that I 


had never once thought of peruſing the 
teſtamentary paper, whereby became 


inheritrix of his fortune I ſummoned 
my ſteward, and, after imparting to 
him the contents of Hortenza's epiſtle, 
he gave it as his opinion, that ſne thereby 
indicated the idea of laying elaim to my 
father's whole eſtate. Linſtantly ordered 
the ſte ward to produce the laſt will in 
my favour he ſought in every place, 


H 6 \ bus 


that T would prepare every thing 
for ber and ber huſband's arrival, and 


\ 
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dut it could not be found. Every do- 
meſtie was queſtioned, without, ſucceſs, 
became apprebenfive that ſome trea- 
chery had been practiſed, and: that my 
ſiſter had planned her meaſures ſo well 
that I ſhould, doubtleſs, be compelled 
to quit the caſtello, and relinquiſh all 
idea of . Ahn mon N. wa en- 
titled to, PB SIT VAT <0153 
| tori S 17 4555 

11 wis e I heard from Fre» 
derigo : his letter was more heart-rend- 
ing than that of my unnatural fiſter 5 for, 
by it J learned, that the daughter of a 
nobleman, at Naples, | whoſe: perſon and 
character were moſt odious to him, had 
been violently ſtruek with his perſon; 
that her fortune was known to be im- 
menſt; and that his patente, blinded. by 
her. wealth, had in 'conſequence com- 
manded: him to ſeck an alliance” ſd ad- 
b 422 1, 1147 » | vantageous, 
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vaptagequs, and. which, yould tend. Sy 
enn erer ek a9s = 


2 


« . che ea me; _ be 
ved wade a conteſhop, of hig prior; attach · 
ment to me, at which, his father. bag 
been exaſperated to ſuch a degree, as to 
' threaten him with, his eternal, curſe, if 
be diſobeyed his commands in the 

ſmalleſt degree. The concluſion of. the 
letter. proved. the diſtraction of the wrir | 
ter, and * dreadful ſtate of his miod. 


4 ” 8 44 | 
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2 K 45 goy te wi. 
piereing billet 31 1 deſerves the. preſent 
unproſperous ſtate of my affairs, Which 
precluded all idea of his avaxicious pa- 
rents ever conſenting to our union. I 
aſſumed the dition of a philoſopher 1 
explained the neceſſity there was for this 
compliance with a father's, will; and, 


ablitereting the. bomwer argon, I had 
31 made 


135 = : 

| de on his heart, I conſoled him, and 
uſed every ae that” reaſon could 
dicke „ : 
66 thao coat ona ona tat; 7 

iy ''aiſps bed this" Janna 
only knows the pangs which it infliged 
on my heatt<1, ſhortly after, received 
his anſwer, which was as follows: CENT 


PIECES: en 


arg Ava Wuld"dy Haba N 4 
lines before me ?—Could the intteat me 

to forget her, and caticet the bond of 
faith, by which I have fo often ſworn 
everlaſting fidelity? Would ſhe, by her 
arguments, endeavour to prove, that a 
parent's will ſöuld be ſaered; though it 
were to doom the happineſs of his child? 
Impofiible !—your words, my loved Iſa- 
bella, flowed not from the heart. They 
were the offlpring of an ideal virtue, 
Which, if pracriſed, would have diſho- 
noured, and rendered me cantemptible 
tQ- 


— 
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to myſelf, Why did my love endeavour 
to wound my feelings, by naming the 
apparent loſs of fortune ſhe muſt ſuſtain? 
Frederigo's adoration is offered at the 

ſhrine: of virtuous excellence, and not 
proſtituted before the altar of. wealth. 
It was my Iſabella, and not her patri- 
mony, that won my affection. 


The above lines were written yeſ- 
ter morn, in anſwer to my Iſabella's 
epiſtle; 'tis now evening —I have this 
inſtant entered the chamber of my friend, 
who has returned from accompany ing 
me to the palace of the Signora's father; 
Les, my Iſabella, I: have : acquainted 
her that my heart, is pre- engaged. 1 
have laid myſelf open to my father's 
vengeance, which I ſhall experience on 
my return to his hotel. inn 
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_ 2:4 f you ſhould not again baer from 

me; cenclnde that violent me aue have 
been taken by my fathet ; but remem - 
der, nothing will canpel me to deviate 
from 'the line of canduct I have hitherto 
pur ſuod. Adieu, my  Iabella, be reſa | 
lute z thy err agen ne thine til 
death,” we HOUSE ONE 22 IE; 7 ect 


=. Sui: FA Peu 06 this letter, 
my ſenſations were various. I more 
than ever admired my Furdcrigo%sc fore 
tude—l gloried in having beſtowed my 
heart on an object ſo worthy, yet dreaded 
the eſleſt hien his conduct might pro» 
duce. Fhus & pafſed ihe day, nor ance 
caſt. a retrofpeaive view on any object, 
wm * weren adored ning 2H 


. The window of the chamber” wherd I 
ſat, commanded a proſpect of the princi- 
pal e court of the caſtello. The evening 

was 
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through the air ; and the ominous. bird 
of night, long a refidgnt. of this, anti qug 


'manſion,. ſent forth. bis, dull pores. A. 


pleaiog melancholy. ſtole oer my ſenſes, 
Lrettaced the various uobappy events 
which had occurted in ſuch quick. ſuc, | 


cello, fince my quitting, the eouvent a5 


Naples. I thought, of, ay departed. pan 
rentammicars ſal. fig w ec ap the welle / 
tion Lrgwemhezed abe, ding wards. gf 


my father, naming Fregeriao d BY. 
pfotector, and thereby e our 


lh. bus zal, a st eil „ 


Bir l & Lalbgog , 2 Braid 


„ es ſeadenin mat; d., by; hesring 


a loud Kpoching at the rest portal. of 
the eaſſello z and ſpon af, pee e d, 


through the duſk; a carriage and ſẽ,ν’.ñ 


hot ſemen croſs the .copntyend.: M ater 
tendlant foon enteted the chamber in 
haſte, and informed . that my aller 
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and her huſband were arrived. I gave 


orders that they might be conducted 
into one of the beſt apartments of the 
| Caſtello, and, having compoſed the hurty 
df my ſpirits, I repaired thither to meet 
them. I gave Hortenza the moſt affec- 
tionate welcome, which ſhe received 
with a coldneſs that almoſt amounted to 
diſguſt. © She then introduced me to her 
huſband, with an air of- conſequence; 
iat betrayed at once en ee 
5 coy | 
bY 


wy eee ee 
Proportioned ; he poſſeſſed a friking | 
ſymmetry of featutes, yet there was a 
certain expreſſion in his eyes, which; | 
added to a peculiar ſmile that ſat on his 
countenance; inſpired the beholder with 
unpleaſing ſenſations. - His compliments 
wa me were profuſe,” een ener 
L, 2251 ea 4441 : DJs ill 


| 9 


1 
224 
ich 


| 2 1 3111 wv | 
THE "ABBESS. 163 


ill with the prior reception 1 bad expe- 
_— from Horten. ene 


4 e e ee e e 


1 1 was . by my fiſ⸗ 
ter, reſpecting the manner of my father's 
death. The redital brought tears to my 


eyes; but ſhe liſtened unmoved, and 


queſtioned me with the greateſt degree 
of - unfeelingneſs, "reſpetting every cir- 
Eumftance that related to the Cottdfla's 
ind Alfonzo's' deceaſe,” After having, 
with- difficulty; ſatisfied-her on 'theſs 
points, ſhe told me to be under no ap- 
ptehenfion with regard to myſelf; for, 
that ſhe would, head "Boe? bounty, proteck 
nn want. Anette es 10 


i F 
+454 42 3 


eng eb london heiring bes 
extraordinary words; and remained im- 


moveable. When I had, in ſome mea. 
fure, regained” the powers of ſpeceh, IL. 
made Hortenza . with the be- 
| | queſt 


— 


4 . P MP 8 — 
74 8 66" . * 
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queſt which the Conte had made in my 
favour, to her total excluſion. She te- 
garded me, during my ſpeech, with a 


terrible walignarcy, apd, ſometimes, 
— a, ok of e bag 


0 As1 corelyded, the gefired to ies 
the vil, of which 1 had made mention, 
hs informed her it was, icppoGble 

for me.to.eawply wich, ber, requeſt, the 
Bipgis being by fame. means wiſhes. . 
(15 on nb 2d 01 bin alt 2 
as! On. bearing this. the: could. me. 
wichour befiarign, af gttempting to der 


ceive her, by laying a falſe. claim 494 the, 
eſtate, to which ſhe, as elder fiſter, was 


titled. She was weſt laviſn in hen epi- 


chest and, on M attemptiog to refute 
the haſe charge, the orderogh me fam ber 
preſence, and I way, condutted; by ſpan 


TT TIT I, bw, | 


of her on domeſties to ny aß 
Where'T became i prifter.” bert 2 _ 


m a ee 
IF 3 1 * * 3 4 x71 etl 75 7 98 . Ay 


133% 
24844 beducltefl of the'itange perſon 
nd attended ie, that 1 might be perl 


mitted to/fee ty Iſter; But my dteal 


ties were fruitleſs. I then defred chat 
the female domeſtic who had ſo long at- 


rendeU' tne, tight de permittetl to re- 
ſume het 6ffice. Some days apes, 


and, at length, the Filthfut Mosten Wis 


Tifffered'to be neut me; n 


. From her 1 learned, that moſt of 

e old ſetvants were removed, "and that 

1e herſelf had only obtained. ermillion 
to relide in the callello, by 8 en 


eemingl) 
concurring in all their meaſures. f This 


deceit, the faithful creature had plac⸗ 


tiled to render the every affiftance in in er 


power, an Cy 1 ele proceed. 
5 ings of my ſiſter Hortenza. From her 


| alfo 
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alſo I learned, that frequent letters ee 
received from, and ſent to, Naples z. but 
| that thoſe who -attended the perſon of 
my. ſiſter, and who, perhaps, might 
have yielded ſome information, were of 
repulbve ede ; me eee in. er 
mee, n 43548 tet 


e T3 gd? j I} : $1: 59 GH, b 


A farther undexſtood. from Monica 
that my . ſteward .was high in favour, 
whereby I conjectured, that he had been 
won to the wicked purpoſes of Hor- 
tenza. 


« ' From. this period, 1 was treats 
| with every, contumely, and, ſhortly 
ter, my kind Monica diſappeared. Al 
BE queſtions concerning her, were vain: : 
for, the moſt menial wretches, - that ſur- 
roprided me, heard my enquiries with 


the molt mortifying contempt. z 
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. . Uppyards of two years elapſed, du- | 


ring which time-I was compelled to ſub - 
mit to the greateſt humiliations Which 
the pride of Hortenza could ſubject me 
tos when, ſuddenly, all was buſtlę and 
confuſion in the caſtello: new! liveries 
were preparod for the numerous domeſ. 
tics to attend my ſiſter to a grand fete 
at Naples, at which all the nobility 
were to be en ba ens 
agel N. Aa ts ens 

oy From the window of my chamber, 
I, in a feu days, beheld the gaudy pro- 
quies, um men of the 


Fele Ur re eee beef. 
7: n EA een e 


A -After che —— this nume- 
n- train, a gloomy filence reigned 
within. I wiſhed to: deſcend into the 
hall, but found my chamber bolted 


x63  witapuras.. 

often liſtenes; but #6 footfiep ſtyuck my 
eur. My mind became a prey te The 
Fhoſttertidle iſemſutions, 411 che lea gth- 
_ ed Aiallowdbfahe xurrets, in the icourt- 
Fand; preckaimedathelspprach ef even- 
Mg.” My areafd fl! ſtate ef üngdery in- 
ceateh; und chte ädea of try eruel let 
having perhaps doomed me do periſh en- 
Aſfiſted fille dine with terrible appre- 
henſions. I heard the heavy tell of the 


chapel bell, and night, at 3 
nn nde wobei d no. 


_—_ Wy deli — Saoes en 
objects from my τ. Ae moon! 
pale orb refuſed her ſilvery ght; 
no friendly ftar appeared to cheer 
the: diſmal gloom : -wearied, at length, 
with the eemtending horrovs that crowd= 
ed on my imaqinatioh, and Wealcened 
by! mmmiding ſo many doubt with- 
opt A: Aa 2tintciv um ſelf .vivimy 
10 couch. 


luente oer my weatied ey. 
__ no eislolil Jil LIENS Hog 
I was ſuddenly. awakened. by a-vio- 
lent noiſe; I ſtarted from my bed; a 


my chamber the : uncommon! appear- 
unce filled me / with dread; and I ap- 
prosched the caſement with faultering 


ſtep. But imagine my horror, when I . 


beheld; by the glare of torches, a groupe 
of perſons aſſembled in the court: yard l 
In the midſt of them, I recognized the 
features of two domeſtics belonging to 
the oaſtello, who were hound and æneel- 
"ing. Over themy/a /tall: ſigurẽ wa 


kis/fword/{with threatening! geſtüreʒ and 


i heard n nathe uttered ſeveral times 


At length; rofe, and proceeded! before 
the ſiranger—preſently, I heard aſcend» 

ing footſteps—now they a echt = 
9 Yor. Il. 1 


couch. Sleep / at laſt diſtilled its u- 


' light gleamed through the window of 


Wir vebhemence! *Ontlof the ſervants, 


ther paſſuge · the bolts: were dran back 
Emy door: lew, pen, and: che terrific 
figure entered. I fell lifeleſs. on the 

h „ mm ume meg 
* n tag}. Ablesen md! 


70 6 Senſen;:l found 
- myſelf ſested i ĩm a carriage, whichmoved 
Her Ward wire ehe gresteſt weloeity. My 


—— Sentle welke) Gefred 
ine tobe under ho! -apptchenſion; for, 
othat he was employed by the Conteſſa 
OMenzia, my miother's ſiſter, to relie ve 
e from the:4yranny of Hottenza. I 
hne aſloniſhed eat this ĩuſormation, and 
ure ton h˖t¼ how: che Conteſſa 
codd : have gained any intimatidu of my 
. confinement. i» His anſwer was--ſhort— 
enn Lit; ee eee od? 

Dog DIGIT Vd! man 8¹⁴ 
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% We cominueck bhr. mute, tand ſebn 
1 my condadior 
this! fond delatir e My faithful Mone 

0 allo eke rer ir 
| Woman g Mee 2 Nein 5 

100 1 285 001K 141 

When I had, in tente she Al | 
epson ſpits) me Conteſſa 
»Menzia nequainted:-me,- chat ſhe hd 
-difelaime& all iconneftioniwith; my ſiſter, 
ines the nerd of her: marridge : t 
being from ther ananſium that; the had 
-elopedy to give her untl tothe diffipatad 
object of. her oheice. The Cunteſſa then 
timformdd me, that »ſhe hach heard H- 


{thing conte ming my ſelf ry/myvũũſtor, 


2$UÞ»the appear of ,Moadies,> rom. 


hom ſhedearnt tho haſe treatment Lad 
.exipeciotced;i arid - che: willen frand | 
tinte dad been practiſed, torboreave/ me 
. TRE 


all 
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: deceaſed parent. I learnt, from my aunt, 
 1that Hortenza was particularly connected 
| \withrhe femalewhohadattempted to rival 
me in Frederigo's /affe&ions; her huſband 
being nearly related to her. She then 
explained the reaſon of Mopicz's diſmiſ- 
ſal from the Caſtello, 
tro5 nein emol ni. ne . 
My attendant had one morning en- 
teted the chamber adjoining to that | 
- whereirv my ſiſter repoſed. She law ſe- 
veral looſe papers ſpread upon: the table, 
land, being anxibus to gain the leaſt in- 
formation that might concern me, haſ- 
tily peruſed ſeveral of them. Among 
_ «the reſt was à fealed packet; which had 
eupparentiy been that very day brought 
to the caſtello, and was placed there for 
Hortenza's inſpection. Monica's curio- 
ity led her to peruſe the ſuperſeription. 
The writing was blurred, and. the: ap- 
N eee a a in order to decy- 
3 5 Pher 
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1 it, when, ſuddenly, the heard the 

ſound: of approaching footſteps... She 
was terrified; and being unable! to; re- 
place the packet on the table, precipi- 
tately conveyed it into her boſom. At this 
inſtant Hortenza entered. Rage flaſhed 
from her eyes, and ſhe caſt on Monica 
the moſt threatening look; for, though 


my ſiſter had nevertheleſs, long ſought? 
an opportunity to diſmiſz her. Having 
ſeverely. queſtioned her/as:to the reaſon 
of her being in that chamber, ſhe: ondered 
her ito! quit EET A without 12150 | 153 

01125 5 N e 27 ie 


„ Monica 3 to oor me an 
init wf oh this circuinſtance, but was | 
ſa' narrowly: obſerved'till ber departute, 
that all efforts proved fruitlefs, and ne 
quitted the: caſtello*di' Leon for He fefte · 7 


dence of her ds at Naples. Hatt 
EA TE Ts 
„ Wo LEE: # 25 os * 364 1 * 25 — 2-4 7 — 


14 F „Soon 


5 a 1 i EG 4 - 
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ray attendant was apparently my enemy 


— 8 — 


—_— 


— 
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Soon after, Monics's .arcivaltherey; 

_ ancirrefilliblet curioſity; led her to in pet 
tze parkett ſhe had thus ſurreptitiouſſy 
obtained: But conceivey „Madam, my 
|bearor and ſurpriſt on! learning that 
itt was from: my. .tival:to Hortenma, and 
contained na deadly! potion; which was: 
mtaut to bwadminiſterediin my wine:{—- . 
Myc«:fifters would: haves thus: been fel 
fm eny further im porunitiee on my:: 
ppt; . raſpecting the tenjoyment of ij the. 
eſtate, and Pauſtina (foro ſueho wan my 
rival's name) , would have had mo further: 
cauſe too feurd tho / object h⁰ an 


F rederigo's affeQions. | LE 
ff 307-541 2 e ae 46 11 
-* Monica-inftaatly; convded.this letter. 


to her, uber cuſſody, who, repaired, 
without delay, to the, manſion of Fauſ- 
tipa's parent: het was eng ſooher made 
acquainted. with the hottĩd machinations: 
_ vf his daughter, than be conveyed her 
100 E chat 


knights fom-Napicy fc pi 
mom ſhe has never. fing 


v 4 . 
, : l 1 
W 22 9 4 , , a3 
15 
A 4 4, 


#4 Manon eee 1 — 9 


2 the, Contetia .Mengis,. 
madel. enquixies; ad, on leamibg .thei 
place cofi e 


niankon,: whers.; ſhe related. every. *. | 
cumſtance as juſtoſtatod. My aunt, avi 


firſt; determined. on demanding me. of 


Hortenzay but; feariag leſtſuch a mes 


ſure. might endanger- my ſafety, ſhe 
thought it. more expedient to waix a fit 


from her power. From emiſſaties em- 
ployed for the purpoſo, ſhe,. at length, 
gained the intelligence of Hortonza/and / 
bet huſband's intended journeyto Naples, 
and the conſequent -unguarded ſituation · 
of the: A wess eyes . 
N97 4 ** 


69 F 


* 


opportunity, of . ſocxerly conveying: me- 


angie , 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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engaged the bravos.who ſowell ſucceeded. 
in their. mne. 25 £56 et grotto 
1 0 
0 I refided with the Conteſia Menaia 
during a year; but an event ſuddenſiy 
compelled .me to quit ber protecting 
roof. I had, at firſt, been particularly 


gircumſpect in imy excurſions into the 


city, leſt Hortenza ſhould have, traced 


my route, and endeavoured to force me 


back to the Caſtello di Leon. But the 
revolving months had made me more 
incautious; and as I was returning one 
evening from the public walks, attended 
only by a ſingle lacquey, I was forciblx 


ſeized by maſked. ruffians, who, raiſing 
me from the, ground, | were. haſtily | con- 


vey ing me, to a carriage, which 1; per- 
ceived. at ſome diſtance: but my do- 
meſtic, whom the villains had incaus: 
tiouſly ſuffered to eſcape, having alarmed 
the Jervants of an adjoining hotel, they 
came 


rite Lb 15% 
eime to my reſkue- Already Was ty 
foot upon the ſtep: of the carriage, When 


the villains; conſcious of their” danget; 


immediately teck to flight; and the ve- 
iele® drove off with” the utmoſt ſpecdi 
My exceſſive terror, and a flight bruiſe 
which I received from falling, were the 


chly im effects which this daring attem pt 
nee BATCH 4 dat Hape any 


29 9 11} 963-5 aw Boo 40 nN f 


106; t my return, the Conteſſa" was 
alarmed. for my future ſafety, ns the at- 
tributed the whole affair to my ſiſter, 
and deemed it expedient to place me, 
without delay, in ſome aſylum of ſafety; 
I immediately named the convent where 
Thad paſſed my infant years. 
cheerfully acquieſced in my propofal'y 
and the following morniag I once more 
entered its men walls. 

it L id Jie, . nee 

121776, oft 3999 Jag el AN The 
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She: 


wad 2 


w The Conte dpi, 
ſory to attempt the recovery ol. m eſ⸗ 
tates ; and laid claim to them, in my 
mme. Hortenna defended ber right, 
en. 
h/ ro nt int IA 
149% 4649 N M Ad rn 
WP os ocean 
_ this ſandified abode. - I found its exem· 
plary ſuperior poſſeſſing the ſame exalted 
character, which rendered her ſo worthy 
of- her digvified ſtation. But, alas l. 
Madam, I was ſtill doomed to be the: 
child of ſortow, and ſhed the bitter tears 
of affliction l the Abbeſs ſuddenly: ber 
_ eame/a prey to the moſt malignant fever, 
and; in. a few days after its menge - 
ment; this virtuous: woman, ne 
a Wien with ee eee e 
men 333 192005 


e dus with- difficulty-qhet-I ſup- 


e ſhock. NOOR longer 
| 3 


n Ans 79 
added me happineſs; for, every: ob. 

jet reminded me of my departed friend, 
and I determined to quit for ever thut 
peaceful abode. I diſpatched a meſſage 
to the Conteſſa Menzia, who ſhortly 
after viſited me, when I learnt that Hor- 
tinza's huſband” was no more, aud that 
muy ſiſter had now taken up her refidence | 
at Naples. T'then made known to my. 
aunt the ſtrong defite 1 had of retiring | 
ts fome new babitation, and. the relde=. 
tabtly yielded to my entreaties.” Tue 
Conteffa then aſſured me, that every ef 
fort ſnould be made to reinſtate me in my 
fottune g and that in caſe of Frederigo's 
return, I ſhould ireceive' from her imme- 
diltCintimiation af char citcumſtanee. 


„ e and 1 0 649.40 38 
AR is now arranged, and, to-mor= 
row, P Naples for the Cmwent of 
Suahta Maria, at; PFhore nes; "where'T 7 
tend ta aſſume the feigned{ namo of Gia. 
Is 77: 16 | 
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cinta,. the better. to evade. any further. 


attempts of my. fag __ WO 
tenza. | 


De i ob Lbonn e 
ien Ga is 18 o 5000 67 
Aut 11189 novo li 4973; 
This narrative was intended. far the 
Conteſſa Orazzi ; but, Maddalena's ap- 
- Pearance had ſo much intereſted the un- 
 fortypate- Iſabella, that ſhe determined, 
to confide. it to ber, that their. ripening, 
friendſhip might be neee . 
eee The Ot ISL ee 


ff 


— 


en IG ob n mY 107 
As the wept over . n 
tained. this melancholy recital; ſne was 
Interrupted by Gregorio, the old domeſ- 
tic of the eaſtello ch pou 


* e — 1 * 1 f :, : 5 3 3 
ages — 95 i 23. 1178 III. 


4 J hope, Signora,?: ſaid ben er that 
_ will, excuſe my tranſgteſſion, ix 
having diſobeyed the r 
471015 | * but 


* 
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but your intereſt, Lady, which is more 
dear to me, was che cauſe. 7, »! "et | 


yy Ii ſhould be but A Srotndury PSY 
qotation; if, therefore, you have: acted 
contrary to my father's commands, your 
conduct deſerves bee wan what 
is this fault you ſpeak of? ? 
dtit ui r e ce 65 Sl 
cf Signora, you are to:inflit pupĩ⸗ 
tion, I am well convinced of yo de- 
nity Vou muſt know, then, my Lady, 
that the Duca bad me ſtrictly to deny. 
admiſſion „to every one who ſhould at 
tempt to enter the caſtello, and 1 have 
bern, raſh enough, ſaid the old. man, 
— to. my graund, 90 
mu: 9111 105 HSU 541 


4%; 4 1 1 
on en 0 Fi % 0 f. 
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dently, Gregorio, returned Maddalena; 
„ eli etre: sn ai :. 
» * 7 f 3 vo N 4 RF 


e hut — bs 
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— 36 your will FRO kbar 
my-reciral, Io wih inform you:ofvi 
| Ns 7 130505 1218-032 4161710 
249 TUE HνE,LdN x wid ond mnabacen 

06 105 my 36 — 
W a ſhort time ſince, ſhe 
adimiſſon. She immediately came, and 
having made me acquaiuted with their 
requeſty, I inſtantiy according to my 
wonted cuſtom; aſcended the qmall tower 
cat overlocs the drawhridge. On 

retching the batelemeht/ I'-defired? to- 
| Kiow the ſtranger sc errand,” wheny by: 
the light of the moon, I' perceived w 
handſome ſtranger approach the moat, 
He aflced mei if Donnd Muddalens Roſa 
was not a eſideut of the das Ho. I dich 


n mk anſwer this inter- 
rogatory 2. 


. THE 40807 


- rogatoryi: but, id return, defireds.ta? 
know his buſßineſa with: yous: Ladyſbipy;, 
when he informed me his name Was 
Marcello urta r Aut 
ilteren vet 
_—_ «the ene ee of 
mee ei 1227179 $1119 1605 prin fe 
960 Yes, my Laage replied Gregorio: 
ne n i baſcech your; beet: 
iel. 4 6 tant wien mud 
r tn itt 111 fey n 1 
| Wa ee ge Tt 4150 rains N 
| L934 xr KA. een . 
1 eke then, told. bee that. 
las life depended on ſeeing you—thay he 
cold not cxiſt wir out an opporgupity of; 
intreating your forgiveneſs; he alops being 
the cauſt af your-unmerited gonſinament., 
He aſſuted: me: that he had much to 


communicate, Whiah might. tond to re- 


concile vou to the Duca, your, noble; 
R Fades. ts TNEqS | father. 


1781 
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facher. Notwithſtanding, this, my La 
dy, I till! remained obdurate; and was 
retifing-from#he battlement, when, fall - 


ing on his knee, he ſolemnly vowed 
never to leave the ſpot, till I complied 
wich! his- petition. Ie then iproteſtet, 
if it was not your wil, he would by no- 
means intrude himſelf into your preſence. 
His domeſtic then moſt piteouſly aſſured 
me, that his maſter would ſtrictly ad- 
here to his word, and that they ſhould: 
be - compelled to remain on the dreary 
waſte, unſheltered, and without pro- 


viſion, The Conte then ſwore ſuch. 


gentle: oaths; and profeſſed his paſſion 


fot you, my Lady, with fuch a bewitch- 


ing tongue, [that I Could ne longer refiſt 


his intreaty. Ideſcended, and lowering 


the · draw · bridge, admitted himfelf and 
his follower; and the Conte is now wait- 
ing impatiently iny feturn to know your 
pleafure(0 (choke 945, #4 927, , 


| «FSA Maddalena 


Maddalena was-perplexed.” She knew: 
not what to anſwer, © She attempted to 
biame Gregorio for his conduct, but her 
lips denied utteratice to b rebuke. 
She withed to aſſume ah air of gravity,” 


but, ere ſhe could compoſe her fea- 


tures, they relaxed to their uſual air of 


complacency. | F 
Damn! Sg A 0 * M17 IN - ada al fy 2 


Maddalena wiſhed to behold” i” 5 
Conte, yet did not dare admit him to 
her preſence. Now, à erimſon glow: 


ſuffuſed her lovely cheek, as · inwardly 
ſhe felt the quickening palpitation of her 


heart, which indicated to the bluſhing 
Roſa, the powerful intereſt he had 
there. Sf nen en 3 i 
DAH N tn et 1 J 
be, at length, deſited ee p 
Prepare a chamber for! the- Conte; but 
bad rhe old enen him, that hig / 


e 2 A : 
Tx EDS $3465 *- Ele bY 944 1 Sen! * requeſtꝰ 
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regueſt the could hy no — 
with. F KI mine ein un 
1 4 n ent gien em 
145. 16! ſaid ene be any 
communication ta mel reſpecbias mas: 
tellabiqg, en enen r Wet e 
8 neee nt el 


eee 


1 - With this meſſage, Gregorio returned 
t9ahe;Cane, whop notwithſtanding; re- 
joiced. in ſecret that he ſhould; repoſe 
beneath. the ſame. roof. with, his Madden: 

lens Roſa. eren val 11117 tes: i 

5 ii e teich aunipod vii ed 3 tat pd) f 

A Gerardo Keen Owe 
apartment of Oregorio, be glanced © a- 
look of approbation on his daughter 
Maria, who felt no- ſma]} prepofleſſion 
in his favour. Phe ceremony of intro - 
duction: between! them was ſhort ; for, 
when the old man tat urned with Mad- 


ditlena's meſſage, he found that Marig 


5 run 4558656 1097 


| hid already repleniſhed the-flaggon-withy! 
wine, and was in earneſt converſation: 
with this new. gueſt, while the expecting 
Cone was baſtily- peeing the- chamber; 
who- retired as ſoon as · the a patement was 


Php, his meditatiens 


1c $94 17 N 15 pb ae 1 
eee eee den abies: 


akemately! fingingo lovs-· ſongs for the 
amuſement of Muria, and-relatiog-faces - 


well ſtored, for eee 
gorio. 4 , 


11% NM e eee 

Phoſe who have felt love's. glowing:- 
impulſe, that glorious | paſſion; the cſure © 
inmate of every noble breaſt, will eaſily 
canceive the Contes feelings, during the 
night. And youy Oli faireſt of creation! 
Youy enchaming; lovely woman. ye. 
that n whole ': 
til voice 


i 


riquz-ſories, with which his brain was / 


1 
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voice more pleaſing- ſdunds than PP 
muſic, ſweetly dying on:the ſilyety wave 
whoſe - thrill-inſpirin g touch fills our 
ſouls with, ecſtaſy l whoſe languid eyes, 
beaming love's tender rays, calm our 
boiſterous [paſſions and diſarm out rage; 
with whom this world is à paradiſe, 
without, a cheerleſs deſart, and we but 
ferocidus beaſts, its wild inhabitants! 
you muſt imagine the chaſte ideas that 
agitated Maddalena's boſom] Vou; for, 
yeu alone, Wh Hrs ſuch heavenly. 
EO 2 a $11 101 pug 51 
Wich Aurora, Maddalena W Ys | 
cqueb, and deſcended into the garden. 
She-: approached the tender roſe, yet 
ſparkling with Heaven's tranſlucent dew. 
Now, it evaporates before the ſun's 
warm beam, and adds to its odoriferous 
perfume. The peurly tear unconſeiouſſy 
ſtole down Maddalena's delicate cheek; 
Nie ö ſhe 4 


1 28 — 


ff 
— * 


+ 


| the: ſighed, yet knew not why, and felt 
a fluttering at her heart. Theſe were 


not the drops of ſorrow. Her feelings 


originated in contrary emotions, that 


thrilled het ſuſceptible ſoul t.. 


1 a I eee eee ; ehe ee 


A figh, that ſeemed in uniſom: with 


her own, at this moment floated near 
her: ſhe turned, and a faint exclama- 
tion eſcaped her lips, as ſhe beheld the 
Conte kneeling at her ſide. 2411 


12300097. (1904.19, 1893 3odod en 


„ Pardon:!”, was tlie only word that 


found utterance: his lg r eyes 


To the reſt 8 5 ar 1 ane 
# ' | 


it; The ben i bees te Lade 


to quit the ſpot. This was {mpatby, 
the indeſcribable, language of the ſoul, - 
which the warm bein of er e 


but eansst paint. 
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r bn 
amt eee eee ene en 
, Faigiveo me, lovely creature,” qe 
at length tuclaimed; pardon this 
raſh intruſion; but could I refrain 
from offering ny %]? Vouitare the 
2 Goddeſsoſbf iche morn from Heaven 
your-:tightirform, ::bome!:on a mik y 
*cloud,. deſcends to bleſs the childreni of 
the earth Lum the happy mortab who 
firſt beholds you can you then wonder 
'ahat T thus a 'and'adorexyon? Can 
yu blame me for! een that bwbith 
Ke E eg . oF 2 
dee, es ess pd s ds Madds- 
Jeda, in wolent agitatten. mus 
not item to your proteſtations: why 
_ mm ſolitude ?“ 


41. of]: rt 14 
eh, 15 Why,“ | 
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. fads, 


1 ns | 1 
„Why, retorbd:the Coins; dees 


| your: loved »peiſorvrhaunt > my; e 
from" which '{6ft- ſleep has wi Prog 


the mibroing breeze ſttove to dan tity + 
meandetivg imapination; Why 2veryou 
now appeared, to rekindls thenfinde 
within my breaſt, and baffle thus my 
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:- oMaddaleta -cbuld no longer bbar his 


ardem prayer unmoved a ſighi gently 
eſcaped her lips the bluſh upon her 
cheek outvied the roſe's bloom, on 


Which ſhe gazed. Vureſiſting. ſhe ſuf- 
fered the Conte to impreſe a kiſa upon 
her ſnowy hand. 01 botee qq Vott 


Vr ils. offixd; bas Jiend vn hid: 


a4 Tall eee 4 


I yield myſelf to the flattering hope, 
that, ſhould your noble father prove 
Propitious, os, conſcot, an and en 


my ardent, pa an. by n An Dae cba 


Falſchood was a frrapger to the ſoul 


rf Maddilers, "Bkt Could WM there- 
(Fore; conceal the Workitigh of hel itt: 
vet, |delicady denied arr Gpen #Vtwlidf 


ber m and ſhe remained mute! 


"ar bee dbrofiiguy ail on met hirn 


„ How am I to conſtrue His Eleder v. 
continued the Conte; © does it augur 


eabdgh bil avourably 
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| m to my love?—Ohb, ſpeak l 


relieve me from the torture of ſuſpenſe; 


for, my, life depends on your decree, If 
hateful to your eyes, bid me begode, 
hat I may never more pain you with, 
= Aken 


4 look of 3 which ſhe, at 
that moment, caſt on the Conte, con- 
once more prefled her hand hh "_ 
2 ſtaſy. ' , . 1 : q 


Maddalena's emotions grew too pow- 
erful—concealing her face, ſhe haſtily 
left the. rden, and, with diſordered 
ſtep, retifed to her apartment. T here, 
his loved form followed her. There, 
unreſtrained, ſhe indulged the feelings 
of her tender breaſt. She retraced eyery 
eircumſtance of. the intereſting meeting 
which had juſt taken place. Contend- 
Vor. II „„ | ing 


4 . 


194 "THE ABBESS. | N 
ing paſſions now pervaded ber ſoul. 
She ſecretly wiſhed for the Conte's ſo- 
ciety, yet, prudence told her how much 
her reputation might ſuffer by his reſi- 
dence at the caſtello; and how far it 
might tend to confirm the Duca in a be- 
lief of the Monk's ſlanderous accuſation. 
Hier duty predominated over every other 
confideration, and ſhe determined that 
the Conte ſhould that ou bid . to 
the caſtello. - 


GY $4018 


After the morning's repaſt, Gregorio 
entered with a meſſage from Marcello 
Porta, who humbly intreated permiſſion 
to be admitted into her preſenge. Mad- 
dalena heſitated : her own heart, at 
length, dictated the anſwer ;* for, as ſhe 
| had predetermined the neceſſity of his 
removal, ſhe thought there could be no 
impropriety-in admitting him to take 4 
laſt farewel. She was alſo aſſured, that 

* 8 - ob. 


— 
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* 


by no meflage ſhe could ſo well convince 
him of the urgeney of his quitting the 
caſtello, as by her own argument re · 
gorio was, therefore, 8 with het 
enn for his bad fe | 


The Conte | Gently after eineredy oF 


his features no longer wore the fame ani- 
mation as in the garden. His eyes now 
were bereaved of their luſtre; the warm 
glow had fled his cheek, now poſſeſſed 


by a languid paleneſs. As Maddalena 


beheld this change, ſhe inquired, in a 
faultering voice, if he was unwell. 
Preſſing her hand, he thanked her for 
the kind inquiry, which led him to re- 
late the accidents of the road, Her ten- 
der heart ſympathized' in her fond pa- 
rent's danger, and adored, with increaſed 
gs the gallant Conte, ds his deli- 
Some traces of his illneſs, the 
bee, remained. His indifpoſition 
8 K 2 wholly 
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wholly. diſarmed her. Could 0720009" 
the being, for whom her heart ſo ſtrongly 
pleaded, to the neglect of ſtrangers? the 
thought alone conjured up a thouſand 
chimeras. —*®, Perhaps, ſaid ſhe, << “an- 
other night's repoſe may fit him for his 
return to Floxence z and, ſhall I not af- 
ford him an aſylum duꝛing that ſhort 
period?“ Love and humanity ſtrongly 
pleaded, and prevailed, ''* Should, my fa- 
ther know of this viſit, I. am, ſure, he 
vill not chide me for an att of piety to 
his deliverer; ;. for, n is * predor 
minanf e,, > 1»: 56x05" 


c 
1001 12 ly: I 


The Conte ! acquaint 


enz 


ed Maddsr 


lena with the. Mad re's threats, and be 
experienced the moſt violent emotions, 

when he made mention of the unfortu- 
vate oath. which, by ſealing bis lips, 
made her appear,an.acceflary to big. apr 


| Pearance in the anden 11. (27221475 
Whin 


: Ls , 
* 1. 5 
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"25 Wben he named the dreadful Inqui- 
fition, ſhe trembled, not fot her own, 
but for the Conte's ſafety; and ſhe was. 
urged more ſtrongly than ever to his . 


in the caſtello. 6 Perhaps,” thought 


Maddalena, he may remain here un- 
diſcovered, and thus elude the machina- 
tions of his enemies.“ She well knew 
the Madre's implacable' character. She 


5 was aware that her power would enable 


her to put any plan of revenge into exe- 


cution, againſt thoſe who were ſo unfor- 2 


tunate as to excite her M 15/0 an 
ien il i TOI 5 


* 


u Mikadaletia begged "hs; Ponte to an 
in medical affiſtance ; but lt fejected her 
propoſal, adding that, with her per- 
miſſion, he would reſide there tül the 


following morning, when he doubred 
not he ſhould be able to ſet out for Flo- 


rence, as he had determined on again 


gil the Duca, to make a final effort, 
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and Gerardo, in the courſe of the even- 
"i" "2 "Þ ing, 
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and, if poſtible, convince .. bim of 705 | 


innocence of his amiable aher, 


Due the gay, 705 felt 8 
anguiſ from bis fide, the eſſect of his 
over-haſty journey, and which was aug- 
mented by the unſettled ſtate of his 
mind; for, he ſtill entertained doubts 
as to the poſſibility of eradicating the 
Wl opinion which the Duca entertained 
of him; and on that alone, be well 


knew, depended a poſſibility of their 


union, and the future happineſs of their 
lives. By Maddalena's perſuaſions, he 
was at length prevailed upon to eder 3 to 
e — * e 7 


„ 


Dang this time, Maddalena - was 


er with inquietude, reſpecting his 
recovety. At the cloſe of the day, the 


Contes diſorder conſiderably increaſed, 


5 


\ 


| THE ABBESS- > 
| ing, declared his maſter to be in a high 
fever. Maddalena proved her affeon, 
by attending him with the moſt unre- 
mitting care. Gerardo, in audible terms. 
demonſtrated his ſorrow: not even Mad- 
dalena's preſence could reſtrain him: 
nor did he feem to pay the leaſt at- 


tention to the nene r wand 


a. 


| During the two a 8 the 


Conte's fever raged without intermiſſion. 


In his delirium, he frequently called on 


evinced his ardent affection. Some- 
times, with frantic ſpeech, he threatened 
the Madre Bracciano, uttering myſterious 


fentences, taxing her with baſeſt perfidy, 


and calling down vengeance on her head. 
Sometimes, he execrated the monk 
Ubaldo, a hypocritical. and deſigning 
villain. Suddenly, his tones would fof- 
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ten, and he nate” proteſt to the "00 
| as preſent, his own integrity, and the 
innocence. of his et. y 


; 10 this We he remoſtied; til, 
1 be ſunk beneath the ſhocks 
it had ſuſtained, and, at the commence- 
ment of the third night, he ſunk into a 
quiet flumber. This was the etiſis of 
his diſorder, which proved favourable; ; 
for, on awaking, he found himſelf per- 
fectly ſenſible of every object around, 
abe in a a ge of extreme laſkitude. 


a 


By he conſtant attendance of Madda- 

| lena, he was enabled, in the coutſe of a 

vuveek from this period, to quit his cham- 

ber. Cheered by her inſpiring ſmiles, 

he enjoyed, in her ſociety, a tranquil 

- happineſs, that. ſoon. rellores _ to 
perfect health, | F 1 eilt 


: b ' 


During 
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During bis ſtate of convaleſcence, 


they frequently wandered in the garden 


of the caſtello, where their elegant con- 


verſation, and the knowledge they mu- 
tually diſplayed on every topic, endeared 


them more firmly to each other, and 


they looked forward with regret to the 
hour that might perhaps ett; mw 
for ever. 

One day, when the inclemency of the 
weather would not permit them to take 
their accuſtomed walk, as they were 
deeply- engaged in converſing of Gia- 
cinta, -'whoſe ſtory Maddalena had im- 
parted to the Conte, they were ſuddenly 
interrupted by the appearance of Gero- 
nimo, whoſe - pallid countenance and 
- trembling frame announced that he had 
' ſome dreadful intelligence to communi- 


cate. - Dreadful it was; for, he had no 


ſooner regained the power of ſpeech, 
4 . than 
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than he acquainted them, that officers 
of the Holy Inquiſition were at the 8 0 
bridge, een admiſſion ! 
* bf 

„ The Conte, at firſt, . the Pal 
mation with fortitude ; but, when he re- 
collected that Maddalena might pro- 
bably be involved in the miſery to which 
he was doomed, he felt his courage 
droop; and, en his hand in an 
Sony, exclaimed : 


- 766; 3 8 what 2 
muſt. be purfued?, How ſhall I extri- 
cate thee, lovely Roſa ! thou an in- 
noeh W 6-0 0 


0 7 « Hold, Conte,” cried. . 
« arraign not Omniſcience: he is the pro- 
tector of innocence; then, wherefore 
ſhould we ſtand in dread of the event?“ 


»# of % 


3 % | 8 Gregorio 


ran ABB * 264 


Gregorio offered to conceal them in a 
fobterraneous cavern belonging to the 
caſtello; but Maddalena would not liſ- 
ten to a propoſition which implied in 
icſelf a certainty of guilt. She, there- 
fore, ordered the min to wow them 
| 2e admiſſion. 


1 | The officers quickly a beating 
the dreadful mandate of the Inquiſition, 


by which they were commiſſioned to 
apprehend the perſon of Maddalena 


' Roſa, and that of the Conte Marcello 


Porta, whom they were to eonvey:forth- 


with to the priſons of the holy office! 


The officials eonducted them in filence 
without the caſtello, at the gate of which 
two carriages were waiting ; for, that 


dreadful tribunal, fearful that thoſe 
againſt whom their arreſts are iſſued, if 


more than one be implicated in the ſame + 
LET, © „ charge, 
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charge, ſhould, by a word or a motion, 
communicate ſome hidden meaning, cau- 
tiouſly ſeparate them, the firſt moment 
of their apprehenſion. Maddalena, ac- 
companied by two officers, was handed 
into one carriage, and the Conte, guarded 
by double that number, placed in the 
other. The blinds being drawn up, 
they drove off, leaving Gregorio and 
his daughter Matia, in a ſtate of terrible 
conſternation, - whilſt - Gerardo, raving 
| like a madman, went to prepare the 
horſes, and re 70465 125 lei 
AY Oe . 


CHAP. 


e mid aneeatedts 4 


or Wales and, roverge had/ put ip 


guard: | e 
8ö, like a lion, that unheeded lay, © Hö 
Diſfembling leep, and watchful to betray; '* 
With inward rage he meditates his prey. 

— He retir'd unſeen, £ 5 17180 
To brood in ſecret on his gather'd ſpleen, 
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As foon as the Conte had quitted 
Florence, his friend Viviani went in 
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perſon to the convent of Santa Maria. 
He requeſted an audience with the 
Madre Vittoria, but was denied ad- 
miſſion, and ſtrictly en joined to impdr- 
tune her no more witch his preſence. He 
then placed ſpies at the gate of the mo- 
naſtery, who were deputed to watch the 
ſteps of thoſe who entered or came from 
thence, $954 


"When 4 weck th r pe Viviaol 
repaired: to the Conte's palace, Were 
he found, with aſtoniſhment, that the 
domeſlics had received no intelligence 
of · their maſter, fince his departure, He 
fteturned to his hotel, Where he found 

one of thoſe perſols whom ke had i4- 
tioned*at the convent-gate, waiting his 
return, from whom tie learnt, that a 
monk had been followed from thence to 
the palace of the Supreme Itquilitor, 
ny eng again to the monaſtery, That, 

ſhortly 
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ſhortly after, a Dominican, known to 


belong to the Holy Office, had entered 


the Convent, nes he De Rar ne 
bene, Mü 5 baits 
Viria was POL . at this 
eehte ae He felt for the fituation 
of the Conte ; not in the leaſt doubting, 


that the Madre had laid her information 
againft him before the Lords Inquiſitors, 
who, he knew, would purſue, meaſures for 


hs e e 


'Spite of the Madre's orders, he again 


repaired to the Convent, and, after 


waiting a conſiderable time, was, at 
length, admitted into the grated apart- 
ment, where the Lady Abbeſs ſoon aſter 
appeared, followed by ſiſter Beatrice. 
The Superior, in a haughty tone, de- 
ſired to be made acquainted with the 
purport of his viſit, Viviani firſt apolo- 

gized 
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gized for his intruſion; by aſſuring the 
Madre, that it was prompted only by 
the voice of friendſhip. He then at- 
teſted the Conte's innocence;” beſeeching 
that ſhe* would not purſue him for the 
| ſeeming inſult which he had offered her 
ſanctiſied manſion. Viviani then pro- 
teſted that he knew his friend's intentions 
with regard to the boarder to be moſt 
pure, and that he had entered the Con- 
vent with! no evil intention. 2 | 


And from „bed did you gain this 
| intelligence 2” ſaid the Abbeſs, re- 
F ant 7 Viviani with an ee ſmile, 


"60:1 lei it it fot his own lips, which 
are, I know, untutored in decen—from 
the breaſt of my friend, the manſion of 


untainted ene; Me eien 


— 


THE ABBESS, _ 209 
Then, Signor,“ replied the Madre, 
with a fignificant ſneer, (your have the 
moſt unqueſlionable proof of his inno- 
cence ; for, on the depoſition of the ac- 
cuſed, a wiſe judge would. affuredly © 
place implicit confidence ! ! But, Signor, 

be has doubtleſs made you, who ſeem ſo 
intereſted in his fate, acquainted with 
the motive of his viſit at the conyent— 


©2004! who appear fo much his friend il ; 


e, No, Madam, returned Vie; 
© a myſterious vow, connected with 
this Convent, ſeals his lips, which he 
dares not violate, though it would prove 


at once his innocence, and clear the ſul- P 


lied fame of Maddalena Roſa,” 4 1 I 


24 1 
- 


| _— © The duh” vou mention muſt, in- 


deed, be of a moſt extraordinary na- 
ture,” anſwered the Abbeſs. © Yet, me- 
thinks, Signor, it occurred moſt oppor- 

4 tunely, 
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tunely,. that he ſhould meet in one of his 
viſits here, and at ſuch an unuſual hour 
too, the very Rr: of his paſſion 1”, 


8.1.06 Appears, Madam, I confeſs, 
are againſt him; yet, notwithſtanding, 
I believe him guiltleſs, 1 rely on his 
word,” 


It 


ww 


8 And as you | think your frjend fo 
honourable, Signor, that nothing would 
compel him to reveal this hidden ſe- 
50 py | 


66 © Ya, | 7 1 know the firmneſs 
of his mind, Death would not urge him 
to a breach of faith. Life, purchaſed 
with the loſs of honour, the Conte Mar- 
eello Porta would. A as not worth 
*yjoyment.” 7 555 | 


Tea 4s. Wy 
A ſmile of ſatisfaction ſeemed to en- 
liven the Madre's features, during Vi- 
_ viani's laſt ſentence ; and ſhe nen 

in an elevated tone: ö 


% We ſhall, then, put this ſtubborn 
virtue to the trial.“ þ 


3 
\ 


: 


Sbe pauſed—her 8 Ae; 


and, darting an angry look at at Vivian, 
| ſhe continued: 


„% And who are you, Signor, that 
have thus dared to intrude; yourſelf into 
my preſence? Can you ſuppoſe that 
the Abbeſs of the Convent of Santa 
Maria would pardon this , affront ? or 
would patiently ſubmit to ſuch an in» 
ſult > and would act ſo derogatory, and 
in ſuch direct oppoſition to her vow, as 
to ſuffer the ſanctity of this holy man- 
| ſion 
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ſion ſacrilegjouſly / inſulted ? But why 
do I thus; hold converſe with you? 1 
command, Signor, that you ee | 
quit the monaſtery.” 1 ey ab 


1 | Viviani attemp ted ICP l— 454 


Do not plead in extenuation of the 
Conte, ſaid the Madre, «left you 
aiſo become Anne in bis crime and | 
His chiſtiſement,” 133 


He would have - ne but ſhe 
pointed co the ddor of the apartment, 
and with haughty Ry ANI" vith- 
drew fromthe: Ow” e ee. 

gti ene e 1 908+ ar5 
Viviani returned with Or RY to 
| Kis hotel, inwardly ekecratin the ene- 
mies of the Conte Marcello. He ſuffered 
the greateſt © uneaſineſs on his friend's 
| zccount, N well convinced, from the 
ger Madre's 
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Madre's manner, that ſhe would petſe- 


cute him-with: the utmoſt rigour; and, 
in the Inquiſition, he well knew: the 
Conte's life to ben in imminent danger. 


o : wh, * 1 . p N 39 
A ;of : 1 w 4 + # j . 1 c L 


+ © 


Several days dpted, without Viviani's 
obtaining any further intelligence. As 


he was, one day, quitting his hotel, 


he was ſtopped 272 the Ry 0 1 
Gerardo. . . N e e 


SOT Oh, e I? cdl he, is all 


over! My poor e dear maſter nt now \ lolf 


9”, 3 Lu 
for ever! . e 
5 CL)? 1218 


> How ! !” cried 4 ane ; 
he is not, ſurely, dead. 115 


42171 114 +4 111.41 74 
* 


Ah,! worſe than dead! What, will | 


"SPEE 


non become of him fb 4 ale A 


gf 1.4743 1 
670028 
| 6c Where 
5 
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% Where is he?” haſtily inquired 

Viviawi, © that 1 mor wt to his ref» 

eue?“ W "hd 

LES © Your attempts would be vain, si- | 

gnor; for, by this time, he is an inha- 

bitant of 2 ane, in the Wr 10 


2 Then, indeed, 41 my fears. are ve- 
rified !” exclaimed Viviani. _ 


J 1 


bus Yes,” continued Gerardo ; he will 
be racked and tortured—and' the ſweet 
lovely Signora! what will become of 
her too?” E 


« Of whom do you ſpeak befides * 
haſtily interrupted Viviani P: 257, 
« Why, the lovely Donria Madda- 


lena de la Roſa, daughter of the Duca 
Bertocci, 


\ 


2 is the "companion. of bis af: 
' «© Merciful Powers! is ſhe the im- 
e in bart EW Eine ath 


36.49 Yes, Ac they: are boch ar- 
teſted by the familiars of the Inquiſition. 
I ſhall never more behold them.“ 


The tears flowed faft down. the ſes 


of the wb, . 


ee 


40 Ah 1 pk will 3 ſay at my denr 


maſter's palace, when *. tell 1 8 the 


ſad neus N 3 


11511 6 \; 


| „Hon long, then, is it ſince your 
return to Florence? ſaid Vivian. 


* F TV at , 4 
- - % 1 | > =. —— $ 


cc Scarce 
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46 Scarce half an hour is elapſed, 
| Signor, fince I firſt, entered. this city; 
but, if you think fit, I will 25000 
you with the eyents of our n“ 


” # 2} 4 L 
* s * TY Y * | Tai ** 1 
* fn 21 4 * * 1 


Viviaoi tinea bim t to orticdild;" and 
Gerardo related every circumſtance that 
occurred, to the time of the Conte's and 
un tt Ari rn Fee 


e „Inweclstely. Steder“ chin ed ä 
he, © I mounted one of my lord's 
horſes, and followed the carriage during 
the reſt of the journey. On 'their en- 
trance into Florence, they drove to the 
ptiſon- gate, which being opened, the 
vehicles entered; when, the gate cloſing, 
1.was debarred from further inquiry re- 
ſpecting their fate. From thence, as to 
my maſter's tried friend, 1 came to ſeek 

| Signor 


THR ABBA 22) 


e Mviani, and t * wich 
the nm Mt Tis 1 att 


z 8 * 
"Ss "A £ 4 


Vielen thanked Gene ie the de. 
are and determined on viſiting the l 


Duca Bertocct without delay, to acquaint 
him with 5 denen en oe 
tion. 0 , may O att 


„Hin 148336 $431 * 


+:Qetantbe when e ee W 


tethe Abend, und ptesedad 55 the pa- 
tics of Marcello Porta, while Viviani 
dent his courſe to that of the Duca Ber- 
toeci,: whom he found at home, and 
inte whoſe prefence he was inimediately 
uered. a0 24967 68594 06 lt nod 


5 4 5 4 | 9 4 SE I 
- a 1 5 r f. ? J N F . * 1. * 
> od 9 14 — 1 8 1. A 14 Act 0 


5 3 


began by aequainting the Duca with his 
friend's journey to the caſtello. He in: 
formed hit of the Conte's indiſpoſitjon, 
which had detained him contrary to 

Vol, II. L Donna 


199 
2 
1 
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Donna Maddalena's defire. | The Duca 
was much aſtoniſhed: to hear this recital; 
and the workings of his countenance ſuf- 
ficiently diſplayed his inward diſpleaſure; 
but, when Viviani made him acquainted 
with the preſent unfortunate predicament 
of his daughter, the ſuſceptible! feelings 
of a parent predominated over every 
other ſentiment, and he began to reflect 
on the beſt means of inſuring her ſafety. 
Viviani failed not to ſpeak in behalf of 
his friend; he vindicated his conduct in 
going ſecretly to the caſtello, alledging 
that the Conte could not endure the 
thought that Donna Maddalena ſhould 
entertain an idea, that his viſit to the 
convent of Santa Maria had been pre- 
meditated, He then atteſted the Conte's 
innocence in the ſtrongeſt terms; but 
the Duca was too much agitated by con: 
tending Pn to nee atten· 

mec cud Enie tion 


1 / 2 
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tion to [this patt of the converſation, 
They bon after parted. 0 8 25 


Ty viviani rufe td bis hotel, and the 


N 


Braceiano. He then repaired to the 


Palace of che Grand Duke, with whom 
de was ih high favour, and to whom he 


felated the whole affair, concerning his 
daughter and the Conte Marcello Porta, 
and the ee conduct of the Lady 


Abbeſs. He was much ſhocked at the 


recital; = when the Duca Bertocci 


ſolicited his interference on the preſent 


occaſion, be ſhook his bead, and af- 
ſured him that he had no power over the 


proceedings of the Holy Inquiſition; nor 


did he dare to queſtion its authority. 


He, neverthleſs promiied the Due Ber- 


Saul 114 L 2 Bie . tocci, 
' "EY gy 
DS015/721090 


Duca inſtantly departed for the Convent 
of Santa Maria, but found it immpoffible 
to obtain an audience with the Madre 


29 Fun - 
togeig that. be would perſonally, foi 
the een Inquiſitr. 1% 71 140 Fit $31 4 : 


For, though,” gortinged, ths, 45 ap- 
| Pearanees are againſt your daughter, yet 
J myſelf belieye, from the eircumſtances 
which you haze related, that ſhe: will 
prove innocent; and, fince the Conte 
Marcello could, by dirulging his ſecret, 


von, extricgte himſelf, and Donna, Mad- 


galeng from the dreadful charge, the 
riggyn of the Holy Office will doubileſs 
tall an. him nor will they be ſparing of 
the e mar ee full con- 


; Duke, the. Duca Bertocci repaired. to 
the. priſan gf the Inquiſition. He was. 
admitted, into the preſcyce,of..one of the 


vicars,. wha. he made, acquainted,” with 
nem and dignity,; and the deſire he 


entertained 


* 


tHe" kboths; tit 


tertilbec of Veing adm ted to bis 
davgliter, But the Viear denied all 


knowledge of fuch 1 perſon Being there 


_ c6bfited;! thoiigh' but a Few went 
had ela pad, ſinde he was f. uckthioned from 


her cell to the Duca's preſence, -fach is : 
the deceptious conduct praiſed by this 


keen tribunal}. + Wal an 1 wn 


T his mark 'of duelle in one de. 


puted as a miniſter of eccleſiaſtical jul- 
| tice confounded the Hoca. Being una 


ble to gain the leaſt intelligence concern- | 


ing Maddalena Rofa, he quitted the 
priſon, his mind diſtracted with d readful 
apptehenſions relating to the ſufferings 
and fate of his Joved. child, Mi returned, 
| deſpondenely, t to bis e 


au * 


=y 


„ 35 +7 Tay 5 
| 1 oſt corrodir ing anxiety 5 
upon his beart, during: the remainder of. 


that Gy, and his mind became, at night, 
L 3 ie 


G 1 Ass. 


ſo reſtleſs, that he determined to 8 
W fan: all hazards, the dreary . priſon 
of the Inquiſition, i in the hope of finally 
ſucceeeding in his attempt, Vain hope! 
for they, alas j had never. felt a parent's 
Bo d never known a daughter; anal. - 


Lf 


"| On! his 42170 at the ga wt: of this hor. 
rid manſion, he made his bufineſs known 
to one of the officials, and was filently 
conducted into a chamber. It was the 
dark abode of one of the familiars, Here, 
the Duca was left in company with two 
men, whoſe Cullen : appearance coincided. 
with this W ede; 3 195 

4 And can theſe be oflicers of Hes 
ven's juſtice ?” thought the Duca; theſe 

wietches, whoſe murderous looks inſpire 5 
the beholder with horror and averſion ? 
Is this the ſeat of pure Religion? Does 
the ſanftion the methods here praftiſed 1 
0 ; methods | 


* . 
8 iS 
. 
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methods ſo contrary to all feelings of hu- 
manity, that the ſoul that even thinks of 
them recoils ! Is the dungeon, the tor- 
ture, and the flame, to convince the 


Poor, the deluded, victim? No; it only 
ſerves to harden him in his perverſe be- 
Hef; for, if, through the agonies which 


the rack inflicts, he perforce confeſſes 
and abjures his error, religion obtains 
no victory, reaſon no convert, and truth 


5 no follower. For he ſtill ſecretly che- 


riſhes his falſe doctrine, and becomes 


only a hypocritical profeſſor, ' through 
ſuch violent meaſures,” which, as they 


are manifeſtly repugnant to our reaſon, 
nature, and feelings, cannot be of divine 
inſtitution.“ | 


A perſon now entered, who. ſum- 
moned the Duca from the apartment, 


L4 Nets 364"; ol 
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He followed i in ſilenge, and was ea 
through ſeveral paſſages, faintly illumi- 
nated- by glimmering lamps, placed 
high on the lofty. walls. He ſaw-a door 
opened, at ſome diſtande, by a tall 
figure in the monaſtic habit, He caught 
a glimpſe of his face, and inſtantly. re- 
cognized the features of father Ubaldo. 
He requeſted permiſſion of his guide to; 
ſpeak with the Monk; but he received: 
for anſwer a ſullen look and. a ſhake of: 


the head; The Duca caſt an enquiring | 


look, as he. paſſed the door which the. 
father bad entered, 15 Was aper _ 
Vis within an It. ; 


" inc: nin 8 was led ien Bs! 
guide, at length, ſtopped, and deſiring 
the Duca to wait their return, inftantly = 
diſappeared. The, paſſage wherein he. 


was left was without light. Ere a mi- 
nute elapſed, he e at ſome diſ—- 
tance, 


1 


t eee of 


tance, the glare of & toſel r F bot, bt 
was his aſtoniſhment, when be betet 
the very yourh/ who! had ſo ſtrangely at- 


tempted his life; traverſe the extreimity 


from] 26” N er! 3s #44 H 


2 


wok 


-* 25 5 1. 5 
10 14 25 


The Dies, AG of H owt 
fituation, Tmamediately followed him. 


On gamug the enck of the” paſſage, h 
turned to purſue the youth, Ro ha 


| Procceded: with fo quick a ſtep," thit he 


Kad now reached and entereck another 


angle T The flambeau caſt” but a faint 
light—the Duca pauſed—he heard 4 


ruſtling noiſe at his ſide, and inſtanta- $ 
neouſiy fcund his arm violently grafped 
by: ſome ſttange lands! He turned; at 


ouul@juſt diſdern a Human fOrm; com 


pleteky inüffled in 4 long black Habit! 
The laſb "glean of the receding wore” 


ee Ls pPoniard, 


of the avenue, Kha b att of! 


: 12 4 $3. $1 « 


Aviking on the blades of the” affHHn 
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poniard, ſhowed the Duca the extreme 
danger of his ſituation. With infinite 
preſence of mind, he ſeized the uplifted 
arm that held the ſteel, and, after a vio- 


; ny lent ſtruggle, tore it from the ruftian's, 


hold. He attempted to ſecure the aſ- 
ſaſſin; but he Aude * eee and 
in an inſtant fled. | | 

1184 5 
The, eee In. 1 
flence and obſcurity. He ſtood petri- 
- fied with aſtoniſhment, and liſtened, in 

the hope of hearing the villain's ane en 1 
| ſteps; but s en ney: 
apounds 1 121.4 e 


1 be ** C1 33, 12 £107 
| Suddenly his. ere en affulied by a 


lengthened groan, proceeding from ſome 
diſtance; nom he beard.a-ſhriek, which 
he knew was uttered by a female; and 
again, a heavy groan ſucceeded, The 
Wen 5 imagination n. as his buſy 
fancy 


ef) 


\ 
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fancy ſtrayed to the ſcene where thoſe 


tortures were inflicting, that a the 
ſufferer's agonies. 


1 


9 2 Merciful Heaven, inwardly” | ex- 
claimed the Duca, my own Roſa is in 


the hands of theſe unfeeling men, whoſe - 
ſouls are ſteeled againſt all aſſaults of 
pity; who reſpe& nor age nor ſex; 


whoſe occupation is to behold the ago- 
r- mne of their. fellow: crea- 


turen 4 - | ; | * 


He was ſuddenly interrupted in this 


train of reflection, by hearing the ap- 
proach of footſteps; and rere 


4 Feen mann n 


1 * 


— where are oh pt, nk 
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The Duca, fearful;that it- mighty be 
the aſſaſſin returned, drew his ow 


demanding— 


FX 


1 wen as le, ., 4 88 
5 Gg An d 0265 ben 

C Yourſelf,” 7 the Inqui -, 
fitorz © for, by your voice, I know you) 
namen e ; 


717 $41 Ty C1413: i 


_ ©, Beware, then, hon, ou. approach, 
me; for, I am now guarded againſt, 
Your attempts, ANY he. 


4 + Speak len Moofgnors \ requrned, 
the. ſttanger, in a voice, ſoft» and ims, , 
preffive ; for, Lcomę ip. ſaye, qu. Fol- 
low my ſteps at. a diſtance, and you ſhall 


ſoon ks Se a: 


nf 35 


« No,” ſaid: the Duga, « ] would firſt 
behold a darling child, who lingers in a 
88 


b Abbes, VS 
dungeon: of the. Holy, e 
eh nn. „ 


2 


1 dane; dhe child,, e = 
ethers, I know: the orie of which ſue 
Bands -aceuſed ; J alſo; knew the Conte 
Marcello | Porta; „ am ſincerely: h 
friend, Duca, though fatal neceſſity 
* me to appear your enemy. 
I, therefore, entreat yon to fallow me 
hence: you cannot be admuted to Popna = 
Maddalena's preſence, Foffer you. fe 
if PI you-are/ifrrevocably 
loft”. ibo teens 1037 
rect 469! OY ratet se bes tle end. 

The, ka proceeded by the 40 
paſſpge: by which the Duca had entered. 
Again, he urged him to follow—fany 
the Duca continued-to move cautiouſly 


after him, They: ſoon gained the ligfhited 


avenue: be then perceived that hia 


guide was in a long black tunic, the 


— 
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hood of which enveloped his head. 


He was tall of ſtature ; and, from the 
imperfect view the Duca had of bis 


perſon, his deportment was dignifled 


aud elegant. The ſtranger turned his 
head ; his right hand holding © part 


- 


of the cowl, ſo as to conceal his fea- 


- « Do not heſitate, Monſignor, eried 
he; te but quicken your pace: though | 
J know the rectitude of my own con- 


5 duct, in thus reſtoring you to liberty, 


yet I can forgive your diſtruſt ; your life 


. has already been attempted ; look upon 


me ſtill as that aſſaſſin, and ſlill keep 
your" naked Mord levelled at 5 ou 
fon. nnen 


The PEG now turned into a dif- 


ferent /palluge from that ubich che 


1 * * * * 1 * 
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— x + 4 k ' % 4 
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Duca had: pad at his firſt e 
he made a halt. 


- 


c This way,” ee eee | 


the ec] tt ade ir tA 
5 And would: you, „ My Lord, t think 
to obtain your liberty, by returning the 
direct road. You are loſt for ever, un- 
leſs you abandon yourſelf. to my gui- 
dance; for, by my ſouls beſt [HOPE 
tis 1 alone can free you.” 


Stil! the Duca waved. tho! 6 
« I 3 58 n Mei 6& 
my honour,” continued his myſterious 
guide. Did I ſeek your perdition, have 
I not the means ?—Are not you (how: 
_ bewildered, within theſe darkſome walls? 


4 


Z 
#4 
Fo: 
: 
: 


dee im eee aan e my 


me” 9 6 A ; 4. £360] 34 


- 


6%; v2 is ol will,” o_ the | 
Duca, after a moment's patſe,—* Lead 
on- but - ſhould the murderer's ſteel 

again attempt» my life, [your wr. (All. 
pay) the: infant forfeit:of your porfidy,” | 
, %% 10} floi 316 far beer erh 
Er followed chef upon His condue- 
tor's- ſteps; who quitkeriee” bis pace. x 
They traverſed wikdings; forming an 
endleſs labyrinth, and, at length, gained 
a chamber, . of eh was 
opened. The Sant f the 
een nd 14,2 


M. Cüde den ee 2 devs 
wardrobe, Taking from thence a black! 
enen his on he pre- 
M | | {ſented 


— 


RES 


Tat Aba ss. e 
ſented it to che Duca, ad bad him in- 
ſtantly wut it on. He complied— wen, 
quitting the apartment, they paſfed 
along another paſſage; at the end of 
which the Stranger directed the Duca 
to conceal his ſword beneath: his veſt⸗ 
ment.— They, then, defeended a nar- 
row ſtair- caſe, at the bottom of which 
vas a vaulted chamber, illuminated by _ 
4 lamp ſuſpended from tlie centre; bur 
were ſtopped on the oppoſite ſide by 
a' maſked official, in a moſt: terriße ha- 

Bit; ho ſtiddenly uttered an engem, 
| — word==which his guide ee 


__ were PREY to paſs on: 


8 Prekdful groans now ſtruck the — "uy 
ea's ear, which ſeemed to iſſue from: aw 
adjoining col His conductor now quicks 
enc@ hig/'pace;+ the Duca treading in his 
footſteps. Another miniſter of the Holy 


FOES: th AA. n * 
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Office now appearing,; the former myf- 
terious method of | queſtion and reply 


took place, and they again paſſed with · 


out diſcovery. They continued to tread 
theſe ſubterraneous mazes, till his guide, 
beginning to aſcend a ſtair-caſe, he was 
directed to throw off his diſguiſe, as no 
. longer neceſſary. His conductor then 
drawing from his boſom a key, unlocked 
a door, and, opening it, bade the Duca 
depart, Who, after paſſing the threſh- 
hold, found himſelf, to his infinite ſatis- 
faction, at liberty. He turned to thank 
his deliverer, but he wWas in 
checked: 


315 


Spare yourſelf, my Lord, the 
needleſs pain of acknowledging an obli- 
gation, where none is due. I once 
[ugh your 5 now Ibaye ſaved 9 


ty 14 


. The i 
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The orb of night beamed in chaſte 
majeſty. His myſterious conductor threw 
back the concealing tunic, and diſco- 


vered'to the Duca's aſtoniſhed eyes the 


very youth, that, in the ruined monaſ- 
try, firſt ſought his life, and then ſo 
ſtrangely _ He Neth Wales 


to the ſpot. 21 Nein endet 
N hey - 
N 1 1 


„ Now, tell,” cried the youth, © do I 
merit your thanks? I have but acted 
as humanity dictates. Do not then leſſen 
the retributory deed, by. loading 9, 
with ONO Wi, | 
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1 oh! 9 0 Duca, 


« who and what are you? Why 


do I again experience ſuch emotion 


at beholding . you ? Why does my 


ly involuntarily, - ſpring towards 
you > 
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„ Learb, then, Duca, eber 
your ſworn enemy. Tes, twier bave 1 
had you in my power, and twice niy re- 
ſolution has failed me. Seek not my 
name —it muſt remain a enen to "eo 
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wo 4 vou feeid'a fin inmats of n pts 8 
fed the Duca; * you may yet preſerve. 
my child. Gh. pitys then, a Hr ond fa- 
ther's feelings, noble youth; ſüch 
Jam ſure thou art. Allris 155 ſuf- 
fringe of tay Maddalena,” bs IE e022 
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F 4 Your foggettion,” ''Signor, fy vn. 
founded; I am no inhabitant of this 
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for pity, and a liberal hand to al the 


wretched, Your daughter, Monſignor, | 


| ſhall experience every: afiſtapce in my 
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Shortly PIC bis return, 1 ſervant t el N 
tered his apartment with a billet, "which 
had been delivered ta the porter by an 


unknown perſon, + concealed in a long 
cloak and hat, whoſe broad brims con- 
cated his features. The Duca opened 
it, und read as wanne mt {169 10 
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8 « 1 caution vou, whatener. may er 
your feelings. reſpecking your daughter's 
ſituation, and, notwithſtanding the dread- 
ful ſtate of incertitude which your mind 
myſt. vndergo on her, account, neyer 
again to attempt to gain admittance into 
the. -priſons of the Holy Office. All 
your efforts to obtain an interview wall, 
— undoubtedly, prove abortive ; therefore, 


hazard fo morg Jour: 1 in * fruitleſs 
ker yr q 60611 437 3775 "21204 99 3} 


7 1 *? * * » 1 

4147 * * "al e %. P » 7 a” 

| f13 42 * i 33 101 2 444 1 13447 113390 191 
e * . 5 | «2, 4 — SY me) "— pes of * ' ” I 1 

Dor 233 HIS. nien HO 13 | 20 

> $772 
P ' : 1 7 
wer aaugy 71 4 . 190 


1 bs be Duca sec after the pen 
of this myſterious letter, which-herattris 
buted 
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buted to the extraordinary youth to 
whom he owed his liberty, brought 
to his recollection the ſtrange ſuc- 
ceſſion of events that had occurred 
during the evening, and, at a late hour, 
retired to reſt, agitated with thoſe 
painful ſenſations, which a tender pa- {5 

rent muſt neceſfarily experience, whoſe | 
only child was thus critically ſituated, 
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